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LECTURER ON CLINICAL AND SYSTEMATIC MEDICINE ATAND PHYSICIAN TO THE 
HOSPITAL, FELLOW AND CBNSOR OF THE COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 


Wu. S——, aged twenty-two, a thin, young-looking farm- 
labourer, has suffered for at least two years with ailments of 
various kinds which are commonly considered by pathologists 
to be symptomatic of diabetes. He has been weak and anable 
to work; felt always thirsty and usually hungry, and passed a 


He was admitted into St, Mary’s May 3lst. At this time 
the symptoms I have named were noted. The chest was ex- 
amined and found healthy, the pulse was slow and regular, and 
the bowels opened daily. The skin was normally moist, and 
he stated that at night he often perspired. His sleep was 
sound, except when he was aroused by his bladder getting fall 
of urine. His weight was 6st. 114 lbs. He remained in hos- 
pital five weeks, during which period the following variations 
in the urinary symptoms, with the changes in weight during 
the corresponding time, and the alterations in treatment to 
which I trace these changes, are noted in a table condensed 
from the Case-book :— 

During the first week the total quantity of urine passed was 
680 fluid ounces, 
Of the specific gravity before fermentation 1042 
” after ” 1012 
His weight bad increased to 6 st. 12 lbs, 
Daring the second week the total quantity of urine passed was 
449 fluid ounces, 

Of the ifie gravity before fermentation 1039 to 1040. 
His weight had decreased to 6st. 114 lbs. 
During the third week the total quantity of urine passed was 

Of the i vity be ‘ermentati 
is had increased to 6st. 13 lbs, 
During the fourth week the total quantity of urine passed was 
452 fluid ounces, 
Of the ific gravity before fermentation 1040 to 1042. 
Riis weight had increased to 6 st. 134 lbs, 

Daring the week he lost half a pound in weight, and then 
left his own desire, 

Daring the frst week he was treated with a grain of opium 
every night, —— chop for breakfast in addition to *‘ full 
diet,” with three captain’s biscuits, in place of bread, oly, 

During the second week the opiam was left off, the 
treatment altered to eight grains of iodide of i 
times a day with a drachm of cod.-liver oil ; was allowed 
but one captain's biscuit, instead of bread, daily, but as much 
meat as he could eat, and as much miik as he could drink, 

Daring the third week the captain’s biscuit was changed to 
bran biscuit ; but in point of fact he did not eat that substance, 
preferring to go without bread-stuffs altogether. No other 


change was made, 
Daring the fourth week no change was ordered in the treat- 
ment, 


In the week an attempt was made to 
The first practical 


him to eat 
bat in vain, 
point to observe in the pathology of 
fi ‘constructive 


the growth of the body, passes in and out again thorough. 
fone of the aleelahion unaltered, and is ejected in the urine. 
And here I refer, not only to the sugar which is taken as such 
into the mouth, but also to that which is formed out of starch 
by the action of the saliva. 


would be just the same as feeding haw uyou nothing at all, 
More than this—l! think it wouki be doing him harm. These 
useless articles of food, though they contribute nothing to his 
support, stop his appetite, and so he does not eat the needful 
quantity of really nourishing things, And, moreover, the 
analogy of other diseases would lead to the conclusion that the 
burdening a disabled function with work to which it is unequal 
will disable it more and more. If the stomach rejects undi- 
gested an ounce of beef, it is made worse by the admiuistration 
of a steak. If the ey~sight fails or the brain reels on slight 
exertion, common experience prevents us demanding 
violent efforts, 

Therefore you find that cutting off a patient’s sugar, bread, 
and potatoes by no means lowers him. On the contrary, he 
often gets heavier under the restriction, And one can easily 
believe the instances recorded by Dr. Pavy, where treacle, 
honey, and sugar, intentionally administered as an experiment 
to diabetics, made the patients feel worse and lose weight. 

I do not mention in evidence, or assign any importance 
the increase or diminution of sugar in the excretions under the 
influence of saccharine or non-saccharine diet. It is less when 
little starch and sugar is taken, it is more when much is taken, 
But the real point is the acquirement of flesh ; and the test, 
the addition of weight. You will find, when the ordi 
mixed diet of healthy men is used by diabetics, that much 
is lost ; and that it is regained when a carnivorous dietary is 
rigidly enforced upon them. With the flesh also comes strength, 
show ing that muscle is gained, and not mere fat. 

The great point, then, in the treatment of diabetes is to 
accustom the patient gradually to live entirely on meat, or at 
least entirely on albumi and gelati ‘ood, This need 
not seem a mighty hardship: the iron-framed Esquimaux do 
it, and the wiry, tough half breds of the Pampas, with a bill 
of fare certainly lees varied in flesh-meat than our European 
meadows afford. You may, then, fairly direct your energies 
to attain this goal with a good chance of success, What nations 
live and increase upon may be trusted to nourish a single 
individaal. 

Laying this down as the main point in the treatment, let us _ 
see what is likely to be gained by it. 

You will learn from the history of the present patient, that 
turning him into a carnivorous anima! does not entirely remove 
a diabetic’s liar ailment. Twenty days after all vegetable 
matters been cut off from his diet-card, and he been 
carefully watched by others set to detect any infringement of 
rules, still the urine is full of sugar. So that it must be de- 
rived from some other quarter than the starchy and saccharine 
constituents of the food. We shall feel less surprise at this 
formation of sugar from animal matter alone when we call to 
mind that there is even a normal secretion in which it may be 
found u r even normal circumstances, The milk of carnivora 
containg it. 

Moreover, sugar be formed in the a 
cess of decom without the presence of 
rather, only w life is extinct, The sim icati 
oxygen will cause some animal substances to be converted inte 
sugar. This has been noticed by Dr. Claude Bernard to be 
which form the secreti 
su 


2 ee is dead liver, not live liver, which in health 
is decomposed as above stated. Normal vital action seems to 
have got another way of removing the hepatic substance, for 
during life no can be detected as formed from this 

the superficial symptoms, turns out to be a death in life—an_ 
anticipation of the post-mortal properties of the bodily con- 
stituents, This is an additional reason for casting about how. 
best to apply Restorative Medicine in its treatment, and for. 
urging an ample supply of material for revivifying the frame. 
If the dying liver is passing off quickly by the kidneys, we 
mast quickly give patient the wherewithal to make new 
liver, Now you an additional reason for enforcing animal 
diet in diabetes, 

To accustom this getons to leave off by degrees ve 
aliments, I allowed him first captain's | iscuits for a fortnight, 
Daring that time scarce any weight was gained, and the urine 
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was but little altered. He liked those biscuits very well. 
then ordere«t him bran biscui's; but he said they were so nasty 
he could not eat them, and he wasted some of his milk in try- 
ing to make them palatable. However, he increased in weight 
by two pounds during two weeks, and made eleven pints less 
urine weekly than on his first admission ; and this although he 
drank 2s much fluid as he felt disposed to take. 

After this, Mr. Van Abbott was good enough to give him 
a supply of the gluten bread sold by that firm. For a week 
he tried hard to eat it in addition to his former allowance of 
meat; but | am sorry to say he failed in acquiring a taste for 
it. His appetite fell off during the experiment ; he lost half a 

nd of the weight he had acquired ; and was so annoyed at 
ing pressed to eat the gluten bread that he insisted on re- 
turning home on July 12th. 

My own feeling is, that we do not act wisely in enforcing a 
dietary which is really unbearable by the patient in any chronic 

i The great object to be gained is to conciliate the 
stomach, appetite, and fancy, into taking the greatest possible 
amount of animal food ; and if practically you find that the 
patient eats more by having a biscuit or a crust, or even 
vegetables, with his meals, it is better to allow it him than to 
act the tyrant. 

As to drugs,—opium was given to this patient for a week. 
It did not seem to exercise any influence at all. However, in 
some cases it certainly does seem to diminish the excretion of 
urine, for the amount did not increase again after it was left 
off But is that any advantage ? or is it only from our educa- 
tion in allopathic prejudices that we reckon on help from such 
interference? I confess it seems to me that if the blood gets 
loaded with sugar, as analysis proves that it does, it is better 
that it should be washed out by an ample diuresis, than that 
it should remain at the risk of poisoning the tissues. I have 
never distinctly traced any harm to opium, truly; but I have 
traced harm to a drug whose action is similar. Cinchona also 
diminishes the flow of urine; and I once gave that to a dia- 
betic patient. After a short time he got comatose, and died 
with effusion in the ventricles. The effused serum was loaded 
with sugar, which I suppose it was the business of diuresis to 
have washed away. 

For this reason I avoid cinchona in diabetes, even when I 


desire to give tonics for the sake of increasing appetite. I 


er iron and strychhine. An elderly patient of mine, with 
moderate diabetes, is now taking those drugs with advantage 
to his strength and digestion, and without any deleterious 
action on the kidneys. 

The iodide of potassium which you see prescribed on his 
medicine-card was given on purely empirical grounds. There 
are no drugs known to do good to the essential phenomena of 
diabetes; there were no secondary symptoms demanding special 
medication, so I thought it a fair case for an experiment. The 
result was, that at all events no harm was done; the patient 
continued to increase in weight and strength, and did not ex- 
hibit any of the usual symptoms of intoxication by iodine. 

This is not like substituting an experiment in search of a 
possible specific in place of rational treatment ; such conduct 
is, indeed, most reprehensible. But here there is no medicine 
omitted, for there is none to be given that offers any hope of its 

ing an alterative agency, and it is a question between 
either something new or a mere placebo, I shall try the iodide 
of potassium again on the next similarly pure and uncom- 
plicated case. 

People sometimes feel a doubt how far they ought to gratify 
the patient’s unnatural thirst. On this point the same con- 
siderations weigh with me which influence my objection to cin- 
chona—I think there ought to be kept up a flow of water 
through the system in prop»rtion to the abnormal quantity of 
sugar in the blood, in order that no retention or discharge in 
unusual places of this material may take place. I therefore let 
patients drink as much as they feel disposed. 

You will find that the demand for drink is closely pi : 
tioned to the quantity of sugar required to be got rid of. Thes, 
when the dietary is changed from starchy to meat food, much 
less fluid is drunk and much less is evacuated by the kidneys, 
though no restriction is placed upon the thirst. Such was the 
case with the lad now lectured upon; durigg the second week 
he made twelve pints Jess urine, though he was recommende: 
to drink as much water as he liked. The specific gravity, also, 
of the secretion was not raised, which it certainly would have 
been had the diminution in quantity depended on any other 
cause than the diminution of the instinctive call for diluents. 
I believe the excessive thirst depends on the saccharine con- 
tents of the blood; it is, therefore, wise to gratify it, and pro- 
vide the normal outlet for the abnormal constituent. 


SOME FURTHER OBSERVATIONS ON THE 
OPERATION FOR THE DIVISION 
OF THE CILIARY MUSCLE. 


By HENRY HANCOCK, F.R.CS, 


SENIOR SURGEON TO THE ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC AND 
CHARING-CROSS HOSPITALS, 


(Continued from p. 139.) 

Tuts operation has been performed in a wide range of dis- 
eases, as exemplified by the following cases of conical cornea, 
staphyloma cornew, staphyloma sclerotice keratitis, posterior 
staphyloma, amaurosis, irido-choroiditis, and glaucoma. The 
relief which has resulted from its employment, considered in 
connexion with the anatomical relations of the ciliary muscle, 
appear to me to prove most incontestably the important influ- 
ence this muscle must exert in a pathological point of view on 
certain diseases of the eye, by interrupting the circulation, 
nervous influence, nutrition and consequent power of reparation 
of the organ. It is difficult otherwise to account for the results 
afforded in cases of conical cornea. Here (Case 1) the project- 
ing cone, attenuated to the greatest degree at its apex, gra- 
dually flattened down and resumed the original shape and 
uniform consistency of the natural cornea, It is equally difli- 
cult otherwise to account for its effect in Cases 2 and 3 of 
staphyloma of the cornea, a progressive disease, having a great 
tendency to increase in thickness and consequent projection. 
In Case 2 the operation was followed by gradual absorption of 
the interstitial deposit and flattening of the cornea, so that the 
patient, previously unable to close his lids, was relieved from 
that inability and its consequent deformity and suffering. So 
likewise in Case 4-—staphyloma scleroticw. Here the pig- 
mental coat of the choroid could be seen through the sclerotica, 
threatening absorption of that coat, and causing it to bulge so 
much behind the cornea as to prevent closure of the eyelids, 
After the operation the bulging subsided, the patient could 
close the lids without difficulty, whilst the sight of the eye was 
improved. 

Again, in leucoma, or long-continued dense ity of the 
cornea, we have three cases (5, 6, and 7). In Case 5, the 
patient, previously blind for nine months, has by the division 
of the muscle the transparency of the greater portion of the 
cornea restored, and recovers sufficient sight to enable him to 
earn his living by cleaning horses, cutting chaff, and following 
the employment of a coal porter. In Case 6, the patient, pre- 
viously blind for six years, recovers the transparency of the 
cornea and the power of distinguishing objects; whilst the 
patient in Case 7, who was previously blind for twelve months, 
and was dismissed from one of our largest hospitals as in- 
curable, has the tran of the cornea restored so that 
she is able to read the large type heading a newspaper. 

As may be expected, the improvement in these cases is very 
gradual. In successful cases, the circumference or margin of 
the leucoma becomes jagged, irregular—as it were, broken 
and at last transparent; and this process continues tow 
the centre until the cornea becomes clear. Where the case 
has become complicated by the effusion of lymph on the iris 
and pupil, the transparency of the cornea has in most instances 
long preceded the absorption of the latter. 

en, again, in blindness from corneal opacity of more recent 
duration, as in keratitis. Here, among others (Cases § to 12), 
is a patient (10) blind for six weeks with complete opacity of 
the cornea, intense pain and intolerance of light, at once freed 
from her sufferings by the operation, and restored to sight by 
the gradual recovery of the transparency of the cornea, so that 
now she is able to read the smallest type, do any kind of needle- 
work, and support herself as a nursery governess. 

There is not a more striking result of the operation than the 
almost immediate relief from pain which in many instances 
succeeds its performance, even in cases where restoration of 
sight is hopeless; and I consequently often operate for this 
object solely. For instance, an old lady lost the sight of both 
eyes from glaucoma in one eye for four years, in the other for 
eighteen months. She could not see light from darkness, but 
the pain in ber eyes and head was most severe, I divided the 
ciliary muscle in both eyes, and in three days the pain was 
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gone ; and although, as I expected, no improvement of sight 
resulted, she was made happy by the relief afforded. Another 

ient, in relation to this point, said that something gave way 
at the time of operation, when he immediately felt easy. 

The cases of posterior staphyloma, with near sight (Cases 13 
to 18), prove the value of the o ion as a means of restoring 
the “‘ power of accommodation” to the eye. I do not, however, 
recommend it as a substitute for spectacles, but only in those 
cases marked by gradual and persistent shortening of sight, in 
which glasses afford no assistance; and I would here refer to 
Case 16, wherein both eyes were operated upon, One was not 

ient’s own desire, repeated the operation on unim- 
mal eye, with the happiest results, 

In cases of* amaurosis (19, 20) the operation has been per- 
formed successfully where the eyes have presented the ite 
bom pene appearances of congestion and anemia of the 

id and retina; and I have been asked upon more than one 
occasion how I can reconcile this apparent anomaly with what 
I have advanced as to the influence of the ciliary muscle in 
disease, ‘‘If division of the ciliary muscle relieves and cures 
a congestion of vessels, intra-ocular pressure, &c., how can it 
cure atruphy of the same vessels?’ It seems to me that the 
question is at once answered by what I have all along insisted 

—‘‘ that the ciliary muscle is not the cause of the original 
disease, but that it sooner or later becomes affected by that 
disease ;"’ and that from whatever cause the loss of its elasticity 
and contractility may arise, the effect upon nutrition and the 
powers of reparation is the same, and its division equally neces- 
sary. We can readily, therefore, understand, that in some 
conditions of constitution, in certain forms of inflammation, or 
from an accident neglected, as in Case 19, a state of low inflam- 
mation or passive congestion of the tunics may and 
cause this abnormal state of the ciliary muscle, requiring its 
division equally as when this state results from that iarity 
of constitution leading to atrophy or fatty degeneration. Nor 


is it unreasonable to conjecture, that the extent to which the 

nerves are involved would in no slight degree influence the 

condition of the blood vessels. 

_ Cases 21 and 22 are examples of the result of this operation in 
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irido-choroiditis, In this however, it is onl 
to recent cases, in which the pupil is free, and 
adhesions between the iris and capsule of the lens) When 
the pupil is more or less obliterated, and such adhesions are 
present, this operation does not hold out the same pros: of 
relief as iridectomy. But before any operation is _ er 
we should be careful to ascertain, if possible, whether the 
patient is labouring under any other complaint, particularly 
one entailing more or Jess drain u the system. In Case 22, 
the young lady concealed the fact of her having for a long 
period suffered from hemorrhoids. When, however, she re- 
vealed the fact, and had und the necessary operation, 
the improvement was too great and decided to admit of a doubt 
of the extent to which the irido-choroiditis was aggravated 
continued Joss of blood. 

In directing attention to the cases of glaucoma (23 to 31), I 
am now in a position to state that not only has the operation 
benefited the patients, but that the benefit has proved per- 
sistent, as shown in Cases 23, 30, 3l—a sufficient answer, I 
should imagine, to those who, without giving it a trial, have 
opposed the operation, and asserted that its effects could only 
be temporary. And, in conclusion, I would briefly refer to the 
abstract of Mr. Bowman’s paper, lately read before the British 
Medical Association, In a paper which I published in No. 12 
of the ‘* Ophthalinic Hospital Reports,” I expressed the belief 

the success of iridectomy depended upon the division of 
the ciliary muscle, and that in of time it would be 
found that the extent of the incision hitherto practised in that 
— might be materially dimiuished, and the tearing away 
the iris altogether dispensed with. Although Mr. Bowman 
has not paid me the compliment of noticing this opinion, 1 am 
happy to find from his paper that his views are approximating 
to it, and that, abandoning his original conjectures as to the 
modus operandi of iridectomy, he now states, ** As to the action 
of iridectomy in relieving a, he did not wish to speak 
confidently. It might be the removal of part of the secretin 
surface of the iris, but it appeared that it was not due so m 


to the ntity removed as to the with which it was 
removed at its attached border.” 


Case 1, Conical cornea.—A g girl, aged twenty, was 
admitted under my care on Nov. 16th, 1860, with conical 
cornea of both eyes. The right had been affected four, the left 
three, years; the cornez were unusually conical and glistening, 


forming almost a perfect cone, the apex of which in tue right 
eye was so attenuated as to seem on the point of giving way. 

I divided the ciliary muscle in both eyes innmediatel on 
she left the hospital, the corneew having recovered their natural 
shape and consistence, and her sight being much improved. 


Case 2. Staphyloma, with thickened, white, opaque, and pro- 
jecting cornea, and total loss of sight.—W. L—— came under 
my care in ge 1860, with staphyloma of both eyes, and 
total loss of sight, except the power of distinguishing light from 
darkness, The cornea of the right eye was so prominent that 
he could not close his lids; it was white, opaque, and con- 
stricted at its junction with the scleroticw. 1 divided the ciliary 
muscle, and he left the hospital in a week, little good having 
apparently been done. In the following September, however, 
he again presented himself, having derived so much comfort 
from the operation, that he begged me to operate on the left 
eye, which was almost as bad as the right had originally been, 
causing him great pain and inconvenience. The cornea of the 
right eye pe anerd gem in April was now quite flat and free 
from pain, and he said the sight was much stronger. I ac- 
cordingly divided the muscle in the left eye, and on Nov. 25th 
he left the hospital, at which time the cornea was clearer and 
flatter, and he began to distinguish objects. 

Case 3. Sta ma cornee,—C. F, S——, aged nine, ad- 
mitted March 1861, with complete opacity of the cornea 
of the right eye, the result of inflammation occurring when he 
was two years = The eyeball was much enlarged and 
prominent ; nearly whole cornea was opaque, and very 
thick and inent in the centre, but thinner at the margin, 
where the blue iris was just visible. He had a distinct perception 
of light. The sclerotica and cornea were quite bloodless ; but the 
globe of the eye was unnaturally hard. 

March 4th. —I divided the ciliary muscle, and a considerable 
quantity of fluid escaped at the time of operation. 

13th.—The eyeball is much smaller and softer; the cornea 
is becoming flatter and much more clear at the upper portion, 
where the iris can be distinctly seen through a space one-eighth 
of an inch in width, whilst the central dense ion is evi- 
dently becoming much thinner towards its edges. He says his 
sight is improved. To attend as an out-patient. 

Case 4. Staphyloma sclerotice.—E. B—— was admitted 
March 14th, 1862, under the care of Mr. Hogg, and operated 
upon the same day. She first observed dimness of sight twelve 
years ago. She fancied it arose from a very bad confinement. 
On admission she could discern the light, and just the shade of 
her fingers. The right eye projected so far that she could not 
close the eyelids. The pigmental coat of the choroid threatened 
absorption of the sclerotic, which was bulging considerably be- 
hind the’cornea., The left eye isalso becoming dim. Mr. regs 
divided the ciliary muscle both on the temporal and nasal si 
of the eye to relieve the great internal pressure as quickly as 


ble. 
25th. —The bulging of the sclerotic has subsided. She 
can now close the lids completely, and without difficulty; has 
experienced great relief from the operation, and can now see 
her fingers plainly. 

Case 5. Leucoma ; total blindness of nine months’ duration ; 
division of the ciliary muscle ; great im: -R V—, 
aged twenty-three, admitted Dec. 16th, 1861. Lost the sight 

his left eye in ae He states that sixteen months ago 
a man struck him a violent blow on his right eye with his fist, 
This was followed by intense inflammation, pain, and intole- 
rance of light, terminating in loss of sight nine months pre- 
vious to his admission. oe is He can 
just distinguish light with his right eye, which presents the 
following :—The ia flattened and densely 
opaque throughout its entire circumference, so that it is almost 
impossible to say where the sclerotic ends and the cornea begins; 
near the centre is a small, clear, circular ion, about one- 
twelfth of an inch in diameter, through which the almost: obli- 
terated anterior chamber may be observed with lymph —s 
the iris and pupil. 
however admitted him, and divided the ciliary muscle ; but, 
mast acknowledge, without expecting any good result. 

Dec, 20th.—The eye was unco to-day. He says he can 
see better; that the operation was almost painless. He has 
had no inflammation. 

Jan. 8th, 1862.—Has gone on well to this date. Ordered to 
attend as an out-patient. 

March 19th.—He presented himself again to-day. He can 
now see the houses and chimneys on the opposite side of the 
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street ; can tell anything that passes him. He ean see the 
hands and figures on a watch, and can find his way about 
without difficulty in the day-time, ‘He says he goes on 
improving gradually, although he still has occasional pain in 
his temple. The cornea has recovered its transparency for 
nearly three-fourths of its extent; it is, however, irregular 
in shape from the remaining opacity, The anterior chamber is 
apparently restored, and the iris may be seen with a patch of 
lymph in front partially obscuring the pupil. He says he now 
earns bis living by cleani cutting chaff, and weighing 
and carrying out coals, 

Casz 6. Leucoma, with consequent blindness, of six years’ 
duration. —(tiepor eu by Dr, BART EIT, late House Sargeon. )— 
H. S&S —, aged thirty six, admitred 2st June, 1861. Is almost 
totally deaf, so that it is difficult to make out any history of 
his case beyond the fact of his having been blind for above six 
years, ‘The cornea in either eye is opaque: that of the right 
eye like porcelain ; that of the left rather less dense ; but the 

pil cannot in the least be seen through either. He cannot 
Pal light from darkness with the right eye; with the left eye 
he can just see light, but cannot discern objects, 

June 2ist.— Mr. Hancock divided the ciliary muscle in either 
eye; about twenty drops of fluid escaped. The patient de- 
scribed the operation as nearly painless, He had previously 
suffered from flashes of light in both eyes. 

July 1st,—Has gone on well, and is free from pain. The right 
seems much the same. The left eye, however, is improved ; 
opacity is decidedly less, and the patient sees better. He 

says it is a different eye to him; he can discern objects dimly ; 
he can tell if a person walks between him and the light, but be 
cannot tell whether it is a man or a woman. He has no longer 
any flashes in the eye. 

d. —Better. e left eye is much clearer; the pupil is 
now distinctly visible. Sees objects, but cannot as yet dis- 
tinguish a watch, a he sees it is round and bright. 

_ Aug. Ist.—Sight still improves. The cornea of the right eye 


becoming clear round the circumference. 
18th.—Still better. He can now see the lights in the street 
at night, and also tell what objects are upon the table. Di 


Dis- 


Case 7. Leucoma of both eyes ; total loss of sight for twelve 
months ; operation, and recovery of useful vision.—E. C . 
aged twenty-seven, applied 20th September, 1861, with dense 
opacity of the cornea of both eyes ; was attacked with inflam- 
mation in the eyes rather more than twelve months before, 
and gradually became blind. She entered one of our largest 
hospitals, where she remained seven weeks, when she was dis- 
charged as incurable, and (as I have been kindly informed by 
the surgeon under whose care she was) ‘‘ presenting so much 
disorganization of the cornea and iris of both eyes that he could 
see no prospect of benefit from operation.” I divided the ciliary 
muscle in both eyes. She remained in the hospital ten weeks, 
She could then see objects plainly. She was able to walk out 

herself, and could read the heading of a newspaper and 

0, 20 of the test type. 


(To be concluded.) 


ON A CASE OF MALIGNANT PUSTULE. 
By ROBERT HARPER, L.R.C.P. Epix. (Exam.) 


On the 5th of September, 1860, at two a.m., I was requested 
to visit J. G——, aged thirty-six, a farm labourer, residing 
seven miles off. The case was represented to be a very serious 
one, and [ therefore went at once. I found the patient in the 
following state :—The penis of an encrmous size, hard, and of 
a livid purplish colour; hardness to a less extent over the 
pubes, and tenderness over the same region and extending up- 
wards towards the umbilicus; scrotum not inflamed. At 
first sight, it looked like a case of extravasation of urine ; but 
the history of the case at once set this matter at rest. It ap- 

red that he had been employed for two days in dressing 

ed sheep; that during the operation he had occasion once 
or twice to pass urine, and thus touched his penis without 
washing his hands. About eighteen hours previous to my visit 
he first noticed an extreme itching at the end of his penis, soon 
followed by pain, and which induced him to look at the part ; 
— he mi bm a pimple on the foreskin, with the head gone, 
a watery discharge proceeding from it.” There was 
‘redness at the base ; inflammation quickly 


[Avever 205 


spread upwards; and, the patient becoming very ill, I was 
sent for. ere was great constitutional disturbance, evidenced 
by confused intellect, a loaded tongue, excessive thirst, hot 
dry skin, fall, quick, bounding pulse, &c. The patient’ was a 
steady temperate man, much respected is master, with 
whom he had lived for fifteen years. " 

I made an incision from the pubes along the dorsum of the 

is to the prepuce ; ordered twelve leeches to the abdomen 
tween the pubes and umbilicus, hot fomentations and poul- 
tices, calomel purgative, &c. 

It would take up too much space to enter into the daily state 
of the patient. Suffice it to say, 1 very soon adopted the sup- 
porting and stimulating plan of treatment ; stale beer-ground 
poultices, &c. The skin of the penis died and came off hke the 
finger of a glove ; extensive su tion took place above the 
pubes. The patient was very ill for several weeks, but ulti- 
mately recovered. 

_I have sent the case of J. G—— for publication in conse- 
quence of reading the very interesting paper of Dr. W. Badd 
in ‘Tne Lancer, and thus to assist in corroborating bis state- 
ment, that the disease is not of such rare occurrence in England 
as the silence of medical and surgical authors on the subject 
would lead many to suppose, Two other cases have come 
under my own notice, both fatal. One was under the care of 
Mr. South, in St. Thomas’s Hospital, when | was a dresser 
ee te eighteen years ago. Mr. South at once pronounced 
it to a case of malignant pustule ; and his prognosis, that 
the patient would be dead in three or four days, was equally 
correct. 

It is true that the case of J. G—— differs in come respects 
from the general history of such cases, In the first place, the 
disease was situated on a part not exposed to the air like the 
face, hands, &c.; bat the manner in which the poison was 
conveyed to the part is very evident. And secondly, the gan- 
grenous inflammation set in more rapidly, but did not go on to 
a fatal issue ; the patient, however, was so ill, and the history 
of the case so clearly pointed to mal:gnant pustule, that I at 
once informed the friends of the usually fatal shamacher of the 
disease, and was much surprised at the favourable termination. 

Tt is worthy of observation that J. G——’s master atvended 
to him and poulticed him at first, but at the end of five-days 
was seized with extensive suppurative inflammation of the hand 
and arm (as far as the axilla), and was very ill for several weeks, 
but also ultimately recovered. There was no discoverable lesion 
to give rise to the inflammation. 

Holbeach, Lincolnshire, Aug. 1862. 


REPORT OF A CASE OF 


EXCISION OF THE ELBOW-JOINT, RESULT. 
ING IN AMPUTATION OF THE ARM. 


By WILLIAM SALL, M.D., Surgeon-Major, Melbourne, 


Tue following case may prove interesting to the practic 
surgeon, as illustrating, in a marked manner, the doubtfu 
results of conservative surgery as an established procedure i 
preference to amputation. I am nevertheless of opinion that 
excision of the joint (particularly the elbow) should be tried i 
cases of chronic disease from injuries, anchylosis, scrofu 
caries, &c.; but in a case similar to the following, I conside 
the removal of the limb as likely to be the most satisfactory i 
its results :— 

A soldier in this ison was found drunk on 
when made a prisoner tried to effect his escape. In i 
he received a bayonet wound in the left elbow. 

May 4th.—The prisoner was marched to hospital, and imm 
diately examined by the in attendance, A puncture 
wound was discovered, and found to penetrate into the join 
There was no hemorrhage in this stage of the injury. 
porating lotions were used, with aperients and tea diet. 

8th.—He complained of great pain in moving the arm. Th 
was considerable tumefaction. A dozen leeches were appliet 
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the following the same number of leeches were re florid. 

18th.—Suppouration took place. On this da down, 
‘ tended the wound, and found a sinus, two inc night a 
in length, leading upwards, Two small fractured pieces 4 bilical 
bone (portions of the olecranon process) were removed, as lik June 
wise a large quantity of purulent matter. From this date which 
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9862. Tax Laxcer,) 
the su con to an 
‘dened {extent that I deemed it advisable to try and save his arm by 
rst, hot [jm excision of the elbow joint. 
twee 0 24th, —Having placed him under the influence of chloroform, 
er, with jp ! performed the usual operation of excision by the }{-shaped 
incision, dissecting back both flaps, avoiding the ulnar nerve, 
n of the [and removed the joint. It was not to secure any 
‘odomen [ vessel. There was no blood lost. On examination of the joint 
denu 
ily state The patient for the first three days appeared to be going on 
the eup- satisfactorily; but, unhappily, suppuration on an extensive 
; nd [™ scale took place, involving the whole of the muscles of the fore- 
hike the [— arm, and extending far up the triceps muscle. No appearance 
bove the Jp whatever of any reparative process by nature, The man was 
pat ulti. IB evidently losing ground. Qcastitutionsl disturbance set in ; 
and on the 3rd of June (ten days after the previous operation) 
m conse. @ | amputated the arm in the upper third by the circular incision. 
W. Badd [§ More than the usual number of arteries had to be secured (five 
vis ‘State- [Ein number). There was much vascularity in the muscles and 
England §§ integuments. The first week the stump looked unfavourable ; 
e subject [§ but by constant attention to his constitution and general health 
we come fm he improved, and the wound healed fifteen days after the ope- 
a is very in 
his constitution of the strumous diathesia. 
osis, that Melbourne, June, 1862. 
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EMPYEMA THE RESULT OF BURSTING OF HYDATIDS OF 
THE LIVER INTO THE PLEURA AND LUNG- 
TISSUE ; FATAL RESULT. 

(Under the care of Dr. Gui.) 

Frericns states, in the second volume of his work on 
‘Diseases of the Liver” (translated by Dr. Murchison, and 
recently issued by the New Sydenham Society), that when 
bydatids of this organ burst, perforation into the cavity of the 


e practic chest is of the most frequent occurrence as compared with 
e doubtful ther situations, The result of the pouring of the contents of 
ocedure 2¢ cyst into the pleura, or into the pericardium, is inflamma- 
pinion thay tion of those membranes, almost invariably followed by death. 
be tried 42 example of this kind—i. e., hepatic hydatids bursting into 
», ecrole the pleura—we now have the opportanity of placing before 
| T conside our readers. The case became converted into one of empyema 
isfactory i involving the base of the lung, which latter was adherent to 


the diaphragm; one common cavity, filled with pus, being 
formed by the hydatid cyst or cysts and the pleura, with the 
presence of an imperfect diaphragmatic septum. 

James E——, aged thirty-six, a labourer, was admitted on 
the 28th of May, 1862. Had been ill eight weeks, his health 
previously having been very good. e first had pain in 
the right hypochondrium, and a feeling of tightness over the 


jury. epigastriam, both of which he had for some time previously to 
diet. leaving off work, which he did eight weeks A week 
arm. afterwards he had pain in the loin extendin to the hip, The 
ere app pain is always worse when he lies down. Has had bilious at. 


tacks during the last five years; his complexion is a sallow 


yeated. forid. He has constant pain in the right side, worse on lying 
i down, There is a tightness and fulness of the belly in the 

es and @ ha neht and left ae and in the epigastric and um- 

ed pieces bilical regions. jaundice. 

wed, as June 6th.—Pain is less. In the abdomen can be felt a tumour, 

this date “Which appears to have three divisions, each one being round 


and expanded, and seeming to fill the hand when over 


13th, — A small trocar and canula were passed into the 
tumour on the right side, on a level with the cartilage of the 
tenth rib, two heaien from the median line. About three ounces 
of a greenish pink purulent matter were drawn off; the pus 
had little or no odour. The canula was left in, with its orifice 
externally plugged. The pain in the side was relieved. The 
next day the pus was found to contain hooklets of the echino- 
coccus, hepatic cells, and broken-up pus cells, Pas was dis- 
charged, on and off, up to the 19th, when a No, 1 catheter was 
substituted for the canula; and by the 2lst each division of 
the tumour was smaller and softer. The catheter was removed 
on the 22nd, and the opeuing enlarged. He had no pain now 


on 

28th.—The total amount of pus that has come away since. 
the cyst was tapped is twenty ounces. 

The discharge continued to flow in varying quantities, with- 
out impairment to health. On the 6th of July it was fifteen . 
ounces, His back at this time was rather sore from lying ; 
and on this account, on the 9th, he was placed on a spring bed, 
Next day he was found to have suffered considerable pain all 
the previous night, and was very fretful ; pulse 100; tongue 
clean. On the 14th, half a pint of discharge was Jost during 
the night; he was restless and in great pain. He did not waste 
so much as might have been ex On the 16th thirty- 
eight ounces, on the 17th forty four ounces, and on the 18th 
twenty-four ounces of discharge were drawn off. On the 24th 
four ounces of flaid were drawn off, much more liquid than 
usnal, Pulse 116. 

He died on the 5th of August, worn out and exhausted. 

Autopsy, twenty-eight hours after death.—Body was spare, 
with a tumour in the region of the liver and its neighbourhood. 
The left lung and pleura were healthy. The right pleura was 
fall of pus, of a sickly smell, which pressed back the lung in 
an almost airless state against the spinal region; the pleura 
itself was in a state of inflammation, of apparently some weeks’ 
standing. The base of the lung adhered to the diaphragm, so. 
that the angle of the lung was over the middle part of the 
diaphragm, and here the latter was perforated by several 
ragged openings, which led through to the abscess in the 
liver. These openings communicated upwards with the cavi 
of the pleura and with the lung-tissue. When air was f 
into the trachea, it escaped through the lung-tissue and dia- 
phragm into the hepatic abscess, The heart was normal, ex- 
cepting a small patch of recent lymph over the right ventricle, 
The stomach was displaced downwards and to the left by a 
tumour of the liver. right lobe of the liver formed a dense 
thin-walled bay, holding about three quarts, and lined inside 
by the gelati wall of an hydatid cyst; the right lobe pre- 
sted no liver-tissue ; the Spigelian lobe was not hypertro 
ried, but the left lobe was remarkably, even enormously so; 
its weight was three pounds fifteen ounces when removed from 
the remnants of the right lobe. The tissue of this left lobe was 
of coarse appearance, the lobules being individually much 
larger than usual ; the remnants of another hydatid were bie 
in a notch in the margin of the left lobe in the form of a folded 
gelatinous cyst, with cretaceous material within and without it, 
The immense cavity in the right lobe was full of pus, of sick) 
odour, and was in communication with the empyema throagh 
the 


WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 

CLINICAL REMARKS ON THE SEQUEL OF A CASE OF 
EMPYEMA, IN WHICH PARACENTESIS THORACIS WAS 
PERFORMED, AND A DRAINAGE-TUBE INSERTED. 

(Under the care of Dr. Frvcuam.) 

In the first volame of Tug Lancer for the present year. 
(p. 571), an account is given of a case of empyema, in which 
paracentesis thoracis was performed, followed by the insertion 
of a dra'naye-tube. The sequel of the case is as follows :— 

On the 6th of May last the tube was withdrawn, and a small 
piece of elastic catheter inserted into the lower opening. This 
was retained for two or three days; but inasmuch as no dis- 
charge passed through it, whilst a considerable quantity came 
away from the “4 opening, it was taken out, the aperture 
at once closing. For the next ten days there were no marked 
symp‘oms, and the side discharged freely—indeed much more 
than before the removal of the tube; but at the same time the 
patient complained of loss of appetite, thirst, and a sense of 
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weariness and languor ; his face, too, lost the brisk, cheerful 
look it had had previously ; his tongue also was furred, and the 

i had a faint, disagreeable odour. A couple of brisk 
doses of aperient medicine relieved these symptoms to a con- 
siderable extent ; his ten became cleaner, and his appetite 
improved. There was still, however, more languor and depres- 
sion about him than was satisf: , he went on until the 
beginning of the last week in May, when he began to have some 
diarrhea, and the discharge from the upper opening, which had 
all along been copious, became excessively fetid ; at the same 
time his countenance was anxious, his cheeks wore a dusky 
flush, and his pulse became much weaker ; the breathing was 
unaffected. On the evening of the 3ist, the discharge from 
the side suddenly ceased, and this was followed by constant 
and violent vomiting, lasting about forty-eight hours. The 
wound was re-opened, and a silver canula introduced, with the 
effect of allowing the escape of a considerable quantity of fetid, 
grumous pus, mixed with bubbles of gas. Brandy, with mor- 
and creasote, was also administered, but without effect. 

patient never rallied, and died on the 7th of June. 
Autopsy, forty-eight hours after death.—Body lean; muscles 


well nourished. The right lung was adherent to the walls of | weak. 


the chest over the whole infra-clavicular and mammary regions, 
the lung itself being about two inches in thickness and crepi- 
tant. The rest of the side was the seat of a cavity capable of 
containing about a quart of liquid; it ran upwards as high as 
the apex of the lung, and downwards to the diaphragm, 
bounded in front by the compressed lung, posteriorly and late- 
rally by the parietes of the chest. It was lined by thickened, 
blood-stained membrane, dark and pulpy in and con- 
tained a couple of ounces of turbid sero-purulent fluid. The 
diaphragm on the right side was pushed up considerably, 
rising in front as high as the fourth rib, The liver was large, 


admission on account of illness which had been ushered in 
rigors, For the last fortnight she had been at home in bed, 
suffering with diarrhea and weakness. When admitted she 
was very weak and irritable ; lips covered with sordes, which 
she incessantly picked. She had a croupy and wan- 
dered in her sleep; she had an unhealthy scrof look, and 
gave the impression of having been neglected. A saline 
draught, with chloric ether, was given, besides wine, and an 
injection with opium ordered should the diarrhcea be urgent, 

The next day (August Ist) small spots, resembling flea. bites, 
and which were generally believed to be such, were thickly 
sprinkled over the body. The bowels had been three times 
open; but the motions were natural, and no injection conse- 
quently was given. The croupy cough was es yesterday, and 
the breathing hurried. Air was admitted throughout the 
lungs. The child was very irritable, and constantly picki 
herself. An ulceration of the nympbe was discovered, 
poulticed and dressed with green ointment. A small blister 
was applied to the chest, more wine given, and sal volatile 
wy Ski and dry; pulse 120, extremely 

Aug. 2nd. in very ry; a 
" The wine increased to ten ounces. 

4th. —Bowels very loose. Sulphate of copper and compound 
soap pill in chalk mixture were given every four hours, which 
checked the diarrbcea, 

No change occurred until the 9th, when the aspect was cer- 
tainly improved, and the hurried iration and croupy 
had abated. The ulcerated vulva and the restlessness showed no 
amendment. A little bark was added to the mixture, 

During the 10th and up to three o’clock in the afternoon of 
the 12th she appeared brighter and less restless, At the hour 
named a change took place ; intense irritability and restlessness 
came on, so that she tossed herself about incessantly, and her 


weighing 51b. 70z.; the enlargement was chiefly confined to 
the left obe; the organ itself was of a deep-buff colour. The 
left lung was non-adherent, and perfectly natural in structure. 
The heart occupied its normal position, and, with the kidneys 
and spleen, was also healthy. 

In some clinical remarks made by Dr. Fincham on the above 
case, he called especial attention to its importance with refer- 
ence to the ultimate treatment of cases of empyema in which 
it may be thought expedient to employ a drainage-tube. He 
said that there could be no question that in this particular 
case death was due to the decomposition of pus and the absorp- 
tion of its products into the circulation, and that this followed 
the removal of the tube in the way of effect and cause. It was 
jndged, however, that if the tube were ever to be removed, no 

ter time could have been chosen than that at which it was 
done, when the patient was in excellent health and condition. 
It was thought that the tube might be acting somewhat as a 
seton, and that if it were removed, provision being made for 
the escape of pus from one aperture, there would be a greater 
likelihood of adhesion taking place between the pleural sur- 
faces, The result, however, aid not answer the expectation 
formed. In a very few days after the withdrawal of the tube, 
notwithstanding the free discharge of pus, the general condition 
of the patient altered for the worse, so that the urgent symp- 
toms which followed the temporary closure of the aperture on 
the 3lst of May were ouly an aggravation of what had existed 
for some time before. It was clvar that some change had taken 
place in the secreted matters, and that this followed almost at 
once upon the removal of the tube. There was doubtless not 
that immediate escape of the discharge which the drainage- 
tube so effectually promotes. Hence resulted decomposition of 
the pus and absorption of its products. In the cases given by 
Dr. Goodfellow in the forty-second volume of the ‘‘ Trans- 
actions of the Medical and Chirurgical Society” nothing is said 
of their ultimate history, nor whether the tube was ever with- 
drawn. The case now noticed teaches that it cannot be re- 
moved without risking a fatal issue even as long as eighteen 
months after its insertion, and that therefore it may be well 
doubted whether a patient requiring its use must not be con- 
tent to wear it during the remainder of his life. 


ST. GEORGE’S HOSPITAL. 

EMPYEMA AND PLEURITIS IN TYPHOID FEVER ; EXTENSION 
OF THE FIRST IN FRONT OF THE PERICARDIUM ; 
FATAL RESULT. 

(Under the care of Dr. Pace.) 

Harriet B—, aged nine years, was admitted on 31st July, 
1862. She had been sent home from school three weeks before 


mov ts were more similar to those of chorea than anything 
else. An hour or two later she collapsed, and died at a quarter 
to four a.M. on August 13th. 

Autopsy, thirty four hours after death.—There was a sloughy 
sore about the vulva. The right pleura contained a large quan- 
tity of recent pus mixed with shaggy lymph ; this extended to 
the left in front of the pericardium, so that when the chest was 
first opened it was thought the pus was in the latter membrane. 
The lung was wholly compressed upwards into a very small 
space, and was covered with recent lymph. The heart and its 
membrane were healthy; so were the kidneys, but they were 
rather large, weighing ther six ounces. ‘The supra-renal 
capsules contained more blood than usual. The liver and 
spleen were healthy ; the latter had two minor spleens attached 
to it. There were several enlarged and reddened glands in the 
lower ileum ; in the last foot of this part of the bowel there was 
a good deal of general congestion, and a number of sharply- 
puncted ulcers, the largest the size of a silver penny, were 
noticed principally in Peyer’s patches, The fundus of the 
uterus was injected. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW'’S HOSPITAL. 


EMPYEMA IN A CHILD; GOOD RECOVERY FOR THE 
PRESENT, WITH DEFORMITY OF THE CHEST 
AND SPINE. 
(Under the care of Dr. Farre.) 

Tuts case has been already recorded in the ‘* Mirror” of the 
31st of May last (p. 572), to which we would refer the reader. 
The patient, a child aged six years, with an empyema of the left 
side, which at one time displaced the heart towards the right 
side, had his chest washed out with permanganate of potass in 
May, and was ordered a small drainage-tube. The latter could 
not properly be introduced without great pain, and was there- 
fore abandoned. The health was most assiduously 
attended to, and he daily gained in health, strength, and 
weight, so much so that he could run about the square of the 
hospital without any great amount of fatigue. He was dis- 
charged from the hospital in the latter part of July, at which 
time there was still a little discharge from the fistulous opening 
into the thorax, and it was very slightly offensive. His 
tite was good, his bowels regular, and his complexion y- 
He had ceased taking any medicine for some weeks; had a 
little h occasionally, but nothing deserving any special 
notice. He had increased a pound in weight the last week of 
his stay in the hospital, and the week before that again mx 
ounces, and looked quite plump and fat. The left side of his 
chest had contracted very considerably indeed, and had pro- 
duced its concurrent lateral curvature of the spine. 
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The child’s recovery, therefore, may be ounced for 
the present ; but when first admitted Amporred 7 his 
life for some time hung in the balance. The result on the 
whole may be considered tolerably satisfactory. 


WEST LONDON HOSPITAL. 


EMPYEMA SIMULATED BY EXTRA-THORACIC ABSCESS IN A 
PATHISICAL PATIENT. 


(Under the care of Dr. Gre.) 


Wuew a patient who has been for some months under treat- 
ment for a phthisical aff-ction calls attention to a fluctuating 
swelling on the external part of the chest in a depending posi- 
tion, the idea of an empyema naturally rises uppermost in the 
mind of the physician, to be confirmed or dispelled according 
to the facilities presented for diagnosis. Pulsation, if present, 
will prove significant according to the situation of the abscess, 
as was pointed out by Dr. Macdonnell, in his observations on 
pulsating empyema, to which we referred on a previous occa- 
sion (Tae Lancer, vol. i, 1862, p. 573). Absence of pulsation, 
on the other hand, when the tumonr is distant from the heart, 
will not, per se, be of importance unless the physical signs 
show that there is no pleuritic effusion. 

A young man, aged about twenty-five years, presented him- 
self at the above hospital on the 21st inst., and stated that he 
had a swelling or “‘lump” on his chest, which caused him some 
a and uneasiness, especially when at work as a shoemaker. 

e had been an out-patient for some mouths with symptoms 

resent of the first stage of phthisis in the upper part of the 

ft lung. Under the use of cod-liver oil and other remedies 
his general health had greatly improved. At no time had he 
any symptoms of pleurisy, nor any attacks of dyspnwa, This 
swelling existed in the right hypochondriac region, and ex- 
tended over a circular space of more than four inches in dia- 
meter, Fluctuation was distinct ; there was an absence of pul- 
sation and of impulse on conghing. Percussion was clear 
throughout the right side of the chest, with dulness, as might 
be expected, over the region of the liver, where the respiratory 
murour could at the same time be heard, as the lung over- 
lapped the in of the liver, There were no constita- 
tional or physical symptoms to favour the assumption of the 
existence of empyema, The tumour itself on examination was 
found to be tender, especially at its base ; and as it had been 
slowly coming for some weeks, although not mentioned before, 
the diagnosis was arrived at, that an abscess had burrowed ex- 
ternal to the chest in the course of the patient’s avocation as a 
shoemaker, inasmuch as he frequently pressed against this part 
of the body, and it had given him pain. Dr. Gibb introduced 
an exploring needle, and the contents of the swelling were 
found to be a watery pus. This was subsequently emptied by 
Mr. Adkins, the house surgeon, and the pa'ient has since been 
doing well. The simulation of an empyema, however, was at 
first strong, until disproved by a careful examination of the 
patient. 
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REPORT UPON SYPHILIS, WITH REFERENCE TO THE MORE 
MIXED AND UNUSUAL FORMS OF THE PRIMARY SYMPTOMS, 


BY DR. MARSTON, 
ASSISTANT-SURGEON, ROYAL ARTILLERY. 
(Communicated by Lun, Esq., F.RCS.) 

Tue writer commenced his paper with a résumé of the modern 
doctrioes usually held and taught. When model cases pre- 
sented themselves, the diagnosis and josis were easy. It 
was the frequent occurrence of mixed cases—sores of various 
kinds and forms—that offered such great difficulty. Putting 
aside all question as to the objective symptoms by which an 
infecting can be differentiated from a non-infecting sore, there 
could be no doubt that these two varieties or species existed, as 
proved by daily observation, the results of confrontation, and 
the very important results obtained from ielsen’s inocula- 
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Vhat peculiarly marked the soft chancre was a solution of 
continuity of the soft parts by an ulceration and seppuration, 
having in its origin and progress an intimate connexion with an 
active inflammatory process, 

In the infecting form a slower process of abnormal nutrition 
in the part affected was observed, by which was induced a 
the Reet mw partaking of the nature of a morbid growth, 
without any necessary relation to inflammatory phenomena, 
For these reasons it was relatively chronic in its source, and 
capable of removal by a gradual process of ion, without 
the production of pus, or any loss of substance. In the first, 
the virus (as holds in the case of a mechanical substance) might 
pass by the lymphatics to be arrested at the nearest gland, 
there inducing a repetition of the inflammatory process it had 
originally caused; while in the second, the sphere of influence 
exerted by the virus was much wider, affecting the vascular as 
well as the lymphatic absorbents, by which it happened that 
the blood elements, passing through both chancre and gland 
tissue, became affected. 

Dr. Marston then spoke of the limited character of the ulcera- 
tion or erosion, compared with the deeper and wider seat of the 
induration. From an infecting sore so characterized, some . 4 
dermic or epithelial scales would necessarily be mixed with 
scanty excretion obtained from its surface, in addition to lymph 
cells, which would approach the characters of pus, as the m- 
fecting possessed the characters of the non-infectiny sore—viz., 
depth of erosion, activity of progress, and vascularity. The 
line of demarcation between the two sores, however, the author 
thoneht, could not be easily drawn from the character of the 
discharge alone. 

Mr. Henry Lee’s important observation in 1856, as to the 
non auto-inoculability of the indurated sore, was next remarked 
upon. Allading to the views promulgated by De Méric, Diday, 
De Clere, Rollet, and particularly the exhaustive series of 
servations made by Bassereau upon a duality of the virus, as 
the cause of the differences observed in the infecting and non- 
infecting sores, he cited in illustration the case of a battery 
stationed at Christchurch. Amongst the many instonces of 
venereal disease, only ove ulcer proved to be of the infecting 
type, and in it the virus was obtained from a London source, 

writer then alladed to the modificxtions in the character 
of venereal sores effected by the physiological properties of 
tissue, the «ffects of irritation and indolence, giving some cases 
in illustration of his observations. Having premised thus much 
as essential to the right appreciation of what followed, the 
author treated of — 

L The varieties of infecting sore. 

IL The results obtained by auto-inoculation. 

Fo The occurrence of syphilitic infection after eu; purating 
bo. 

IV. The occurrence of constitutional symptoms following 
urethral discharge clinically identical with gonorrhaa, 

V. The bubon d’emblée. 

VL. The periods of incubation preceding the appearance of , 
the two kinds of venereal sores, and the absence of any guarantee 

inst constitutional infection by any abortive treatment ap- 
ied to the primary syphilitic lesion. ; 

L. Exclading the Hunterian chancre, and ulcers possessing 
specific induration, the author made some observations upon 
superficial erosions, involving but a part of the integument or 
mucous membrane, and leaving scarcely any induration about 
the cicatrix, as the frequent precursors of syphilitic infection, 
He alluded to the different structures upon which such might 
appear. Ulceration (as generally understood) might scarcely 
affect such sores at all. When the a pro te the 
specific morbid process had its seat in the ness i 
to the seat of the sore, whether arising from the physiological 

perties of the affected tissues, or induced by irritation, an 
infecting sore, most difficult of diagnosis, resulted. When, 
er, the subject of the disease had a bybrid affection— 
—i.e., sores of different characters upon the same spot, a pus- 
attended with sup i might be present. 

Under the facts,” the author cited the 
followiag cases :— 

1. The infection of a man by his wife, in whom a very trivial 


ercsion existed upon the inner aspect of the left labium, with- 
out ion or appreciable discharge. 


tion of patients suff-ring from Norwegian leprosy with chaocrous 
| viras, case only me been followed by constitutional 
as a had been obtained from an in- 
vicki 
ond 
blister 
volatile 
remely 
apound 
which 
as cer- 
= 
noon of 
hour 
essness 
nd her 
y thing 
juarter 
loughy 
quan- 
aided to 
est was 
ibrane. 
small 
and its 
were 
a renal 
er and 
ttached 
; in the 
sre Was 
harply- 
were 
of the 
reader. 
e right 
tass in - — 
r could 
| 
nously 
h, and 
of the 
ras dis- 
which 
had 
reek of 
in six 
"of his 
xd pro- 


232! Tue 


REVIEWS AND ‘NOTICES OF BOOKS. 


[Avevusr 30,1362, 


3. A case of numerous superficial erosions upon the surface of 
the glans healing by local treatment. LKighteen days after- 
wards the appearance of a Hunterian chancre upon the prepuce, 
from which last inoculation proved unsuccessful. 

4. Two soft, purulent, inoculable sores upon the fossa glandis, 

which twenty twodaysafterwards became indurated; secondary 
symptoms following. 
_ 5. Three soft chancres upon the prepuce, a suppurating bubo 
in the right groin, and inflamed glands in the left. Inoculation 
fromthe sores and bubo proved successful. Sixteen days after 
the appearance of the disease, and beneath the surface of one 
healed: sore, specific induration appeared, and was healed by 
mercury. 

6. An unbroken pustule seated upon the prepuce, and having 
an inflamed base. After inoculating the integument of the 
thigh with the pus, the original pustule destroyed by potassa 
fusas The result of inoculation and re-inoculation successfal, 
as far as regards the production of a soft sore, which was de- 
stroyed by caustic. As the slough separated from the original 
seatvof disease, induration was apparent around the periphery; 
symmetrical affection of the inguinal glands; subsequent evolu- 
tion of secondary symptoms. 

, 7. A case of indurated chancre upon the face, the result of 
inoculation, by the patient’s fingers, of a spot of herpes, followed 
by enlarged submaxillary gland and secondary symptoms. 


Upon these cases the writer made the following remarks :— 


Case 1.—The relative rarity of typical indurated chancre in 
women had been the subject of frequent remark. It would 
appear that the syphilitic virus falling upon the vaseular and 
loose glandular tissues of the vulva, gave rise to a product iden- 
tical with what is observed upon the glans penis of the male, 
and, equally with it, to be often deficient of any peripheral in- 
duration. 

Cases 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6, taken together, were capable of 
receiving one of two explanations, lst That they were in- 
stances of double infection; the soft non-infecting sore, appear- 
ing early, suppurating, and auto-inoculable, with the sub- 
sequent appearance of the indurated infecting sore upon the 
game part, or in the same neighbourhood. Or 2ndly. ‘ihat the 
inoculation of pus obtained from an indurated sore in an in- 
flamed or irritated condition, gave rise to a pus-producing ero- 
sion, which in time became affected with the specitic hardness, 

Mr. Henry Lee had shown that the infecting chancre is in- 
capable of auto-inoculation ; but if such be made first to yield 
pus, auto-inoculation would succeed, as far as the production 
of a pustule or soft uleer, When the author came to the subject 
of inoculation he would have occasion to remark upon the occa- 
sional production of an abortive form of pustule, from the ino- 
culation of other than specitic pus, 

Thus, Dr. Marston referred Case 6 to a pus-inoculation from 
an indurated sore, and thought that the pustule and inflamed 
bage resulted from the reaction of that secretion, while the in- 
duration was the result of the syphilitic virus obtained through 
that pus asa vehicle. He referred Cases 4 and 5 to hybrid 
sores, the result of a double infection. 

x observations were made, and cases cited, by the author 
in illustration of the fact, that sores upon the integument of the 
sheath of the penis were ly infecting. In that situation 
he had observed secondary infection after— 1st. The most super- 
ficial indo!ent erosion without appreciable induration (or with 
it of such slight degree and duration as to have escaped detec- 
tion), and with little or no suppuration. 2nd. The same with 
a well-detined, strictly limited, and very narrow rim of indura- 
tion, 3rd. Sores, appearing like boils or spots of ecthyma, 
sometimes covered with a scab; discharging pus, indolent, with 
raised and prominent edges, honeycombed-looking base, and 
large, but ill defined hardness. (! he author purposely excluded 

t form of sore appearing as a well-defined, flattened, indo- 
lent induration, because he desired to avoid model cases.) He 
next adverted to the fact, that many of these sores leave 
scarcely any trace of induration in their cicatrices, but that at 
first a dull, reddish-brown discoloration re:nained at the seat of 
the cicatrix, which ultimately became whiter in tint than the 
surrounding skin, with faint depressions aad radiating lines, 
marking a circular, stellate form of cicatrix. The result. of. 


pon | that secondary infection was the common result of almost any 


variety of venereal sore seated upon this of the organ, 

In soldiers suffering from constitutional syphilis it was very 
common to find the above marks of cicatrices upon the i 
ment of the penis. Of six cases of which notes were kept, five 
afterwards had secondary symptoms, and in two of the six 
suppuration appeared over seat of an inflamed lymphatic 
upon the dorsum of the penis. 


(To be concluded.) 
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Infanticide: its Law, Prevalence, Prevention, and History, 
By Bourke Ryay, M.D. (Lond.,) Fothergillian 
Gold Medalist for an Essay ‘‘ On Infanticide in its Medico- 
legal Relations,” (1856.) pp. 266. London: Churchill. 

Ly the opinion of men well qualitied to judge, it is time that 
we had fresh and improved legislation in connexion with infan- 
ticide. At one period the law was so extremely severe, that 
neither judge nor jury was willing to administer it, whilst 
now, according to our author, “it is so loose as to be little 
more than a mockery of justice. There is no crime that meets 
with so much sympathy, often of the most ill judged kind, and 
an almost partizan feeling has frequently been evinced, not 
only by the legal, but even by the medical profession.” With- 
out going so far as to say that the British people have come, like 
the Chinese and Egyptians, to sympathize with child-murder, 
we fully believe that Lord John Russell was right when he 
said that they do not look upon the murder of children under a 
certain age as they look upon ordinary cases of murder. How- 
ever painful such a truth may be, it is the truth notwithstand- 
ing. Against the conviction of any prisoner for infanticide, 
such distortion of moral principle must operate most power- 
fully, and the consequence is, we find the most barefaced delin- 
quents escape their just rewards. But there is another reason 
why the law, as it now stands, is found too often inoperative— 
namely, that if a trial for infanticide ensue, proof is required 
that the child was “‘ wholly born,” and had an existence inde- 
pendent of its mother when.its life was taken. It is not snffi- 
cient that a medical witness prove that a child breathed at or 
about the time when violence was offered to it—*‘ that it was 
alive in fact, and was killed.” 

‘‘ Hence it follows that the killing of a child during birth is 
not murder in law ; that, in fact, a woman may kill her child, 
aad provided only that any part of the child is within her own 
natural passages at the time, she cannot be brought in guilty of 
murder. A hand, a foot, an arm, still within the passages of 
the woman, screens the m from the penalties of 
murder.” —p. 6. 

Now how is the proof to be obtained in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred, that the child was wholly born when the violence 
was committed? Mr. Baron Parke has gone so far as to say, 
(Herts Lent Assizes, 1841)— 

‘* With respect to all these cases, there is a degree of doubt 
whether the infant has been born alive. The law requires that 
this should be clearly proved, and that the whole body of the 
child should have come from the body of the parent, If it 
should appear th t death was caused during delivery, then you 
will not find a true bill,” 

The general result under this combination of difficulties is, 
that the woman is tried only for ‘‘ concealment of birth.” But 
although it is an easy matter to say, in respect to the necessity 
of proof of the child being wholly born, that it sets up a “‘ legal 
fiction,” and offers a back-door of escape for a guilty and blood- 
stained mother, it is no facile thing to substitute a better basis, 
of prosecution. As a writer in the Social Science Review 
very properly remarks, ** Although guilty women may in this 
way escape, yet if the law did not lay down a strict rule, then 
a variety of accidents, fata! in kind, but pertaining to the natural 
birth of the infant, might be construed into evidences of crime.” 


much observation left a firm impression upon the author's mind 


Dr. Ryan demands—Ist, ‘‘ That in cases of infanticide, proof » 


| 
2. The appearance of strictly circumscribed elevation u , 
the inner aspect of the prepuce of an officer, the epithelium 
upon which appeared dull; no trace of ulceration appearing 
until the part was irritated by the application of a powder, a 
then very limited in extent. There was a symmetrical en- 
largement of the inguinal glands, and he afterwards suffered 
from psoriasis palmaris, &c. | 
| | 
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that the child has been wholly born be no longer required, but 
that in all cases it be sufficient to prove that the child met its 
death by violence.” 2nd, ‘That as in the French law, the 
jury may find upon the capital charge, ‘ with extenuating cir- 
cumstances,’ and that punishment according to the nature of 
the circumstances attending the crime be justly meted out.” 

We cannot feel satisfied that any such simple plan would alter 
the practical results from what they now are. Who is present 
during labour in these cases so as to be able to prove to,the 
satisfaction of a jury inclined to mercy, or to give the 
prisoner the benefit of a doubt, that the child did actually die 
from violence, and not from any natural cause? Further does 
not a jury already see such extenuating circumstances in most 
cases as to feel glad that it is not called upon, under the doubt, 
to convict upon the capital offence? And is it not these ex- 
tenuating circumstances of shame, abandonment by a seducer, 
loss of position, and utter despair, together with the intensity 
of the desperation which, it is thought, a mother must suffer 
before she destroys her child, which lead the public to think 
that the punishment fit for a Greenacre, Manning, or a Palmer, 
is not altogether suitable for her? At present, as the punish- 
ment stands, it is so severe, that it requires legal ingenuity, 
and what some call the ‘‘ sympathy’ of the public, to temper 
it to the malefactor. But unfortunately this cannot be done 
without at the same time reducing it almost to a nullity. In- 
fanticide is a fearful crime, and one which is very apt to 
increase, if not resisted by a strong arm. The sooner some- 
thing is done in the way of fresh legislation concerning it the 
better; for it is clear that as the case stands, the criminal 
check mates justice. 

The subjecis discussed by Dr. Ryan are of great importance, 
and he has brought to his task talents of a very high order, 
Conscientious care, and great industry. We commend this book 
to all who are interested in the repression of infanticide. 
Statistics of Insanity, embracing a Ri of Bethlem Hospital 

JSrom Nas to 1560 inclusive. "By Hoop, M.D., 

Resident Physician of Bethlem Hospital. pp. 122. London. 

Ix the present interesting Report an endeavour has been 
made to increase the value of the statistical tables and decennial 
returns presented to the Governors of Bethlem Hospital in 1855, 
by adding similar tables for the past five years, thus making 
the present record to extend over a period of fifteen years. In 
forming the retarns, care has been taken to separate idiots, im. 
beciles, and cretins; for, belonging as they do to a class proper 
to themselves, they should not be confounded with cases of 
ordinary insanity. Dr. Hood tells us that 

“*This error has given rise to many discrepancies, since, in 
some re they are calculated as one class of lunatics, 
while in another, they are altogether excluded. In France, 
accorling to one arrangement, the number of insane is stated 
to be 18,350, or one in 1900; in another report, the number is 
eomputed to be upwards of 30,000.” 

A perusal of Dr. Hood’s record will not only place before 
the reader in a concise manner the more salient yuestions cen- 
nected with insanity, and the results which many years’ expe- 
rience at an extensive establishment offers towards these solution, 
but will likewise afford a comparison between these results and 
such as have been arrived at in other institutions, both domestic 
and foreign. The work is far from being a collection of 
dry tables and simple numerical details. Numbers, of course, 
constitute the pidce de resistance of the intellectual meal, but 
the entremets, in the way of what may be called clinical re- 
marks, are so frequent and apposite as to make these *‘ Statistics 
of Insanity” as agreeable as they are instructive reading. They 
quite fulfil the proper rule of giving much information ina 
small space, and as such their study may be well recommended. 
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CONSULTATIONS WITH HOMC@OPATHS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 

Srr,—I shall feel obli if you will give publicity to the 
enclosed correspondence, by which you will see that I promised 
to make the amende honorable if Dr. Clay would UNEQUIVOCALLY 
deny having seen and met a | path in itati 

By his solicitor, Mr. Bennett, he now denies having met a 
homeopath, and therefore I have no alternative but honourably 
to acquit Dr. Clay of having met a homeopath in consultation, 
But at the same time, in justice to myself and perhaps for Dr. 
Clay’s own satisfaction, I beg permission to relate the informa- 
tion on which my inquiry in your paper was founded,—viz : 
I heard from a most reliable source that the mother-in-law of 
the patient, who came to be with her on the occasion, and who, 
with the nurse, was the only person in constant attendance 
upon her, most distinctly stated ‘‘that during the period of 
the h path’s attend Dr. Clay was telegraphed for, and 
came; and that after seeing the patient, Dr. Clay told the 
friends that he knew the hom@opath, that they might place 
most implicit confidence in him, and that he entirely agreed 
with his treatment.” 

Dr. Clay went up to Hanley from the Stoke Railway Station 
with the homeeopath, and, oe their visit to the patient, re- 
turned to the homeopath’s house and had tea with him. 
latter part I have in evidence from the parlour-maid, who 
waited upon them at the time. 

I have shown this letter to the parties who made the state- 
ments—they adhere most positively to them, and think 1 am 
wrong to apologize; but still I promised to do so if Dr. Clay 
** unequivocally denied it,” and as he has chosen to do 80, no 
other course is open to me; although I must confess I am quite 
at a loss how to reconcile such opposite statements. 

I remain, Sir, yours aay, 

Hanley, Aug. 26th, 1962, . H. 


From Mr. Bewwett, Solicitor, to Mr. Fouker. 
Manchester, 16, Kennedy-street, Aug. 20th, 1862, 
Sr (Yourself and Dr. Clay),—In reply to your letter of the 
16th instant, I am instructed to say that my client has nothing 
whatever to do with proving or disproving your allegations ; 
that is your own affair, What he has to look to is the serious 
injury your let‘ers have done and are doing him in his profes- 
sion. Therefore, unless the required be inserted in 
Tue Lan_er of the 30th instant, I shall be compelled to issue 
a writ. Yours obediently, 
W. H. Folker, Esq., Hanley. Rost. Wa. Bennett. 


From Mr, Fotker to Mr. Bexyert, Solicitor. 
Hanley, Aug. 22nd, 1862. 

Srr,—I was somewhat surprised at again hearing from you 
after my Jast letter. 

If your client has not met a homeopa‘h in consultation, a 
simple question like the one I addressed te him can in no way 
whatever prejudice him in the eye, of h’s profession ; and in 
order to show my good feeling towards Dr, Clay, 1 once more 
offer to contradict the report if he can only deny having done 
so. But I am ata loss. to understand his motive in continuing 
a correspondence which he alone has the power of bringing to 
a satisfactory conclusion ; it appears to me so vexatious and 
unprofessional that | must decline to answer any further letter, 
“~~ it contains an unequivocal denial of having consulted 
with a home@opath. You will therefore be to address 
any further communication to Messrs, E. and A. Tennant,awho 
will act on my behalf.—I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

R. W. Bennett, Esq. W. H. 

From Mr. Bexnett, Solicitor, to Mr. 
16, Kenuedy-street, Manchester, Aug. 25th, 1862, 

Str (Ex parte Dr. Clay),—Your letter of the 22nd inst, has 
been received, and for your satisfaction | now write to say that 
my client bas several times stated, and through me now repeats, 
that he held no consultation with any home@opathist at Hanley. 

With regard to your expression of good feeling towards my 
client, that will seareely be credited after your anonymous 
attack upon him. 

Again I say it is the injury done, and the 
by your unjust and unwarrantable charges, 
dealt with. 


damages sustained 
that must now be 


I trust you will see the advisability of complying with the 
requirements contained in my last letter; and I | wait the 
of Tae Laneer of the 30th inst. before taking any 
further steps in the matter.—I am, Sir, yours obediently, 
W. H. Polker, Esq, Hanley. Rosr. Wm. 
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LONDON: SATURDAY, AUGUST 30, 1862, 

Unti the other day it would have been necessary to go 
back some thirty years or more in the history of medical 
periodical literature for examples of the pretension that public 
lectures or discourses delivered before a body of medical men 
were private property. One of the earliest services rendered 
to the profession and to science by Tue Lancer was the over- 
throw of this monstrous claim. Even the men themselves who 
once resisted the publication of their lectures given in the hos- 
pitals as an invasion of their property, had long recognised the 
suicidal absurdity of the position they had assumed. Yet there 
‘was a primd facie appearance of justice in their claim. When 
an ABERNETHY or a CooreR expounded to his pupils in the 
lecture-room of a public hospital a doctrine in pathology, or 
explained his views of a particular case, he might at least 
assert that, although the genius loci and all the surrounding 
circumstances gave a public character to all he said, the words 
he attered were the direct expression of thoughts that were 
his own, the offspring of his own experience fertilized by his 
own genius. Even this pretension has long been exploded. 
It is felt almost universally—not quite, for antediluvian ideas 
cling to some persons with marvellous pertinacity —that learn- 
ing and scienve, of all things, ought not to be fettered by 
restrictions which even the selfish spirit of commerce has 
thrown to the winds. It is felt that the increase of learning 
and science depends upon the removal of all obstructions to 
free circulation; that the progress of knowledge depends 
upon enlisting the sympatby and co-operation of the greatest 
number of labourers. If Protection be wrong when applied 
to regulate or restrain the diffusion of bread, how doubly 
hateful is it when used to limit the diffusion of that intel- 
lectual food which the noblest minds in all ages have 
always regarded as the common property of mankind ! 
Protection in the matter of medical knowledge assumes 
an aspect peculiarly repulsive. It is absolutely and em- 
phatically repudiated by all honourable medical corpora- 
tions. To hold secret the constitution of a remedy, or a 
method of treatment of a disease, is to incur not only censure 
but ignominious dismissal from the London College of Phy- 
sicians. To seek, under the assertion of legal right, to limit 
the circulation of medical truth, although of an abstract cha- 
racter, to a small number of persons, is a proceeding in no 
way differing in spirit from that of the man who seeks to 
make his fortune by affirming that he is in exclusive possession 
of a special remedy. But of all the monstrous forms the 
hideous vice, Protection, ever assumed, it would be difficult 
to recall one so loathsome as that in which she was reproduced 
at the recent meeting of the British Medical Association. It 
was then and there, to the utter astonishment of the learned 
world, including Fellows of the College of Physicians who 
had actually received the Association, professing by title to be 
** British,” as guests, declared that the mental labours of Drs, 
Burrows, Watsue, Suarpey, Mr. Pacst, and others who had 
consented to speak to the medical world for the furtherance of 
medical knowledge and the interests and honour of the medical 


community through the Association, were the actual and ex- 
clusive property of this *‘ British” Association! There must of 
course be some powerful vested interest at the bottom of a pro- 
ceeding so repugnant to the practice of modern scientific in- 
stitutions, It is this—the Association have staked nearly every 
farthing of their funds upon the maintenance of a periodical, 
A weekly journal is necessarily to some extent a commercial un- 
dertaking. Not even an Association boasting two thousand 
members, of which so many as three-fourths may regularly pay 
up their subscriptions, can long support a journal in despite of 
the primary conditions of commercial success. If, for example, 
independence, temperate judgment and language, literary 
ability, and capacity for business cannot be obtained, the pro- 
prietors have no resource but to fall back upon that refuge of 
imbecility—Protection. Herein lies the explanation of the 
embargo attempted to be laid upon the intellectual productions 
of the authors of the addresses and papers delivered at the 
Royal College of Physicians. Hence the theory that whatever 
is spoken before the few gentlemen who may happen to be 
present at a general meeting of an institution claiming by title 
and object a national character must go no further, or, what is 
about the same thing, must be printed only in the pages of the 
Society’s little journal. Regarding the matter in a very different 
light, and feeling that the interests and the rights of the authors 
themselves, as well as of the great mass of the profession, who 
could not make part of the audience, demanded freedom of pub- 
licity, we determined, in accordance with the practice of all 
independent journals, to secure a full and early report of the 
proceedings of the meeting. We used, of course, the ordinary 
means ication with the authors, and the assistance 
of reporters, It did not occur to us to ask the per- 
mission of the body to whom the speeches were made, 
to print them. It is not the custom of independent 
journals to dole out to their readers information at second 
hand. We thought it would be more acceptable to those 
who look to us for early and authentic reports of all mat- 
ters interesting to the profession, to apply directly at the 
source, and not to treat them to a copy of such an account as 
the feeble resources of the journal of the Association could 
bring forth by instalments long drawn out. Upon this we 
acted, and the result is before the world. It is, in plain terms, 
a gross misrepresentation of the facts to allege, as has been 
done, that we ever applied for “‘ exclusive” copies of the ad- 
dresses delivered before the Association. We shall not con- 
descend to notice the discreditable slang in which Tur Lancet 
has been assailed. It isa matter for the fifteen hundred or 
two thousand gentlemen who constitute the proprietary of the 
Association Journal, to consider how far they hold themselves 
responsible for the scurrilous language which, supplied to them 
by their Editor, is their ‘‘ exclusive” and unenvied property. 
We took the usual legitimate means to procure authentic reports, 
of course without reference to the wants, or supposed exclusive 
rights, of other journals, It would be an impertinence which we 
are not likely to be guilty of, to ask for repor:s for other people. 
We took care simply of our own business, On the other hand, we 
distinctly protest, on behalf of the medical professioa, of the 
public, and of science, against the pretence that the papers 
read before a public body assembled in public meeting in 4 
public institution are private property. We beg deliberately 
to inform the Association that, whether justice and good sense 
prevail with them to rescind the stupid resolution which now 
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blots their transactions, or no, it is our intention to maintain 
the rights of free journalism, and to publish their proceedings 
to the world, be those proceedings creditable to them or the 
reverse. 


Tue circumstances attending the genesis and development 
of the Lunacy Regulation Bill, which has recently received the 
Queen’s assent, ought not to be suffered readily to escape from 
the minds of the profession. As originally framed, this Bill 
contained a provision for the entire exclusion of medical 
opinions as evidence of insanity in lunacy inquisition, The 
reasons which induced the promoter of the Bill, the Lord 
Chancellor, to suggest and support the adoption of this provision 
have, in sume respects, a higher and more permanent interest than 
that which arises out of the immediate objects of the measure. 
It will be well, therefore, now that the Bill, in an amended 
form, has become law, briefly to recapitulate its history ; 
although in so doing we shall have to touch upon questions 
which have already been more or less fully discussed in our 
columns, There is a practical lesson, as yet too little re- 
marked, to be learned from this history, and which cannot be 
too strongly impressed upon the attention of the public as well 
as the profession. 
duration and costs apt to characterize lunacy inguisitions ; but 
popular feeling and indignation were alike inoperative in bring- 
ing about any mitigation of these evils, until the portentous 
length to which the WinpHam case was extended, and the 
enormous expense attending that inquiry, startled the greatest 
of our legal functionaries into a modest consciousness that some 
amendment of lunacy procedure might not be amiss, When a 
trial in lunacy had occupied a period of thirty-two days, and 
the subject of that trial had vindicated his right to be con- 
sidered sane at an expense of not less than £15,000, the ex- 
penses of the parties on the other side equalling, if not exceed- 
ing, that amount, the Lord Chancellor was assuredly justified 
in saying, on introducing to the House of Lords the Bill which 
has just passed, that so unexampled a procedure in a court of 
law was “‘an egent which unquestionably suggests that the 
“rules which govern these trials probably require revision and 
“alteration.” Snbsequently* his Lordship, seemingly assent- 
ing more fally to prevalent belief, asked if such trials were 
not ‘‘ a scandal to the administration of justice.” Acting upon 
the probability he had so diffidently expressed in February 
last, his Lordship undertook the revision and modification of 
the offending ‘‘rules.” ‘* I say rules,” he explained, ‘* because 
‘*T have no ground whatever to blame the professional conduct 
‘Sof those proceedings (referring to the WrspmamM case), still 
“less the manner in which it was presided over by the learned 
‘“‘ Master in Chancery.” The vice, indeed, he sammed up, lay 
in the ‘‘ system”—a system which, by a curious paradox, he 
proceeded to show, exonerated from all blame, actual or im- 
plied, both the Bench and the Bar, and all orders and classes 
of individuals who might unhappily be brought in contact 
with it, except—the medical practitioner. 

The evils of the ‘‘system” were many. 


It was ‘‘ wholly 
‘‘cumbersome, expensive, and ill-adapted to all the exigencies 
“‘of public justice.” In one case immediately preceding Mr- 
Winpnanm’s, the costs were £6941 ; in another case, the ex- 


penses were £2900 ; and in a third, £199, “‘ of which,” his 
Lordship observed with just horror, “‘ £250 were the costs of 
witnesses alone.” Only £1659 to defray the costs of the Court, 
and the bar and its satellites! Well might his Lordship ex- 
claim in the sentence immediately following—‘‘ It is impossible 
‘that anything can he more objectionable as affecting both 
** parties than the present system.” It is not quite clear whe- 
ther this refers to the proportionate costs of witnesses and the 
bar, or to the parties in the suit ; but we presume the latter. 
To remove this objectionable procedure, his Lordship pro- 
posed in cases of lunacy to abolish commissions, substituting a 
writ to one of the judges in Westminster Hall, directing these 
cases to be tried precisely in the same manner as any other 
question of fact, or as a criminal question would be tried, 
according to the ordinary rules of evidence. This, be justly 
observed, was the most necessary alteration required, and the 
proposition has been carried into effect in the recent Act, 
Other evils of the “system,” according to his Lordship, were 
the mode of taking evidence, and the nature of the evidence 
taken. It was customary to postpone the examination of the 
alleged lunatic till after all the other evidence had been given. 
His Lordship proposed that, subject to the discretion of the 
judge, the lunatic should be seen and visited by the judge and 
jury before they entered upon the reception of further evi- 
dence. This proceeding, he thought, would in many cases 
prevent the necessity of any further evidence being taken 
at all. The value of the proposition, which has also been 
carried into effect, will manifestly depend upon the capacity of 
judge and jury to distinguish insanity when presented before 
them. What that capacity will probably prove to be, we shall 
see presently. Again: the inquiry into the state of mind of an 
alleged lunatic sometimes extends over his whole past life, in 
which case a vast amount of evidence is prepared, necessarily 
leading to ‘‘ extraordinary expenses.” The WrivDHAM case 
was presented to the jury as one of congenital imbecility. 
“The evidence in support of the allegation went back over 
“many years, while the real point at issue was the state of 
** the alleged lunatic’s mind at the time of the inquiry or for a 
** short time antecedent to it.” The Lord Chancellor proposed, 
therefore, to limit such investigations to two years previous to 
the proceedings. This, he held, *‘ was an ample period wherein 
to ascertain the state of the lunatic’s mind.” The probable utility 
of this provision, which has also passed into law, may be esti- 
mated by certain considerations, legal and medical, worthy of 
a more careful examination than they would appear to have 
received from the Lord Chancellor. ‘*I bave had some expe- 
rience in lunacy inquiries,” Mr. Burr said, in the discussion 
upon this question in the House of Commons,* “and I only 
“recollect one instance in which evidence of acts prior to two 
** years before the date of the inquest was not of vital importance,” 
So much for the legal bearing of the subject. Mr. Burr added— 
not without just cause, and referring to the discretionary 
power given to the judge—‘*‘ the discretion even of an eminent 
judge often meant caprice.” The medical bearing of the 
question was well expressed by Mr. Bovitt, in the same dis- 
cussion: ‘* How are you to determine the existing state of 
**a man’s mind, except with referonce to facts and circum- 
‘stances which might have occurred long antecedent to the 
“inquiry—facts which in cases of doubt and difficulty fre- 
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“*quently ranged over the greater part of a man’s lifetime, or 
“at all events for many years before the inquiry was insti- 
**tuted?” The Lord Chancellor's rule, in fact, is much 
the same as if it were to be enacted that in the inter- 
pretation of an Act of Parliament, the interpreter shall be 
limited to certain sections, not exceeding two, in immediate 
@onnexion with the section to be explained. 

Finally, in respect of evidence, his Lordship objected to the 
‘amount of medical testimony adduced, and the different 
“*theories of these medical authorities as to insanity. The 
**common course,” he added, ‘‘ is to produce certain medical 
“* witnesses, and they give the jury their own particular theories 
**as to lunacy.” He further objected to the judicial attention 
being so particularly directed to the medical testimony. ‘It 
**is a radical error,” he said, ‘‘ to deal with these cases as if 
‘the subject were to be inquired into physiologically, and not 
‘like every other question.” A jury, in arriving at a conclu- 

sion, ought to be ‘‘ unprejudiced by any consideration of scien- 
**tific testimony respecting which they are not competent to 
“form an opinion. Such testimony,” added his Lordship, “ is 
**the proper mode of arriving at a different result—namely, an 
“answer to the question whether there exists bodily disease ; 
“but it does not apply to cases where you have to inquire 
‘whether the individual has proved himself unfit to be trusted 
**with the government of himself and with the management of 
“his property.” Again, he said, “‘ the only question is, Has 
“ the individual charged with lunacy said or done such things 
**as show him to be a person whom it is dangerous to leave at 
“large, and to whom the conduct of his affairs and the manage- 
**ment of his property ought not to be left?” Is this the sole 
question? Had it been so, a day’s investigation would have 
sufficed to place Mr. WixpHAm under legal control or restraint. 
The ultimate, the essential question which has to be decided is— 
“Such incapacity of management or dangerous tendency being 
proved, is it the result of lunacy?” Unless lunacy be proved, 
the Court is powerless ; and, except as an inquisition of lunacy, 
its procedure would be a farce. Now, according to the just prin- 
ciple of law, his Lordship tells us, ‘‘ Scientific evidence is ad- 
“ mitted when the subject is removed from the ordinary sphere 
*fand knowledge of common men.” He proposed that the 
opinion of no medical practitioner should be admissible as evi- 
‘dence of insanity in lunacy inquisitions. He assumed, therefore, 
that lunacy was a subject coming within the ordinary sphere and 
knowledge of common men. But his Lordship, it is necessary 
to note, held that there was an important, and in the legal 
aspect essential, difference between lunacy as a fact and lunacy as 
a disease, ‘* The introduction,” he said, ‘‘ of medical opinions 
‘and theories into this subject has proceeded upon the vicious 
** principle of considering insanity as a disease; whereas the 
“law regards it as a fact which can be ascertained by the 
“evidence in like manner as any other fact.” His Lordship 
did not explain the dilemma, that the existence of insanity as a 
fact did not make it any the less a disease; or the existence of 
insanity as a disease make it any the less a fact. Moreover, con- 
trary to the assertion of his Lordship, in the criminal law at 
least, insanity receives recognition solely as a form of disease, 
**To establish a defence on the ground of insanity,” say the 
Judges, ‘‘ it must be clearly proved that at the time of com- 
**mitting the act the party accused was labouring under such 
“ defect of reason from disease of the mind,” &c. Lunacy, 
except in this signification; is a meaningless term. The fact 


| 


of lunacy being a disease brings it within the legitimate field 
of the medical man’s scientific studies, and takes it out of the 
sphere of common observation. The fact that the medical man 
is devoted to the special study of disease gives a preference to 
his opinion when all questions of disease are in dispute, whe- 
ther bodily or mental; gives that opinion a direct scientific 
value, and has led hitherto, and must lead hereafter, to the 
production of medical evidence in cases of lunacy ; and this 
strictly upon the principle of law which the Lord Chancellor 
professes to be anxious to bring more largely into play, but 
which his proposition last referred to would entirely set aside in 
lunacy inquisitions, The principle governing scientific evi- 
dence which he so emphatically approves of has, indeed, been 
the principle which has always governed the production of 
medical evidence, under all circumstances, in the witness-box. 
We shall resume this subject in our next impression. 


Medical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis,” 


THE HEALTH OF THE ARMY. 


Hycrene has done so much to improve the health of the 
British army that it is desirable to bear steadily in mind the 
proportion of this good work which has been effected, and 
that which yet remains to be done. This object may be 
facilitated by comparing the progress which otber nations 
have made with our own present status, The reports of the 
health of the Prussian army have been recently published. 
They show that in that army only 1 died out of every 144 
being barely 70 in every 10,000 men, This includes suicides, 
accidents, and invalids, Without the former two classes 
the mortality was 1 in 166; and deducting also the invs- 
lids, 1 in 187. According to the locality, some remarkable 
differences in the mortality are pointed out, Thus the Ist 
Army Corps, which was in the Province of Prassia, lost 
1 in 91 in the year 1860; the 8th Corps, in the Rhine Pro- 
vinces, lost 1 in 289 in the same year, or less than one-third 
of what the Ist Corps lost. The like difference is said to 
be habitually found in the bills of mortality of the popu- 
lation of those two districts of Prussia. The mortality in 
the other European armies is stated as (in 10,000 men), in the 
Russian, 390; Austrian, 280; French, 190; Piedmontese, 
160-170 ; English 150; Belgian, 143. Then comes the Prus- 
sian army, the Danish and Saxon armies being about on ap 
equality with it in this respect. This comparison is accom- 
panied by the remark that a very short term of service bas 
probably a tendency to diminish the rate of mortality in an 
army. But in food, clothing, and costliness the British soldier 
ranks so much higher than the Prussian, that we have a right 
to hope that in health he will be placed on at least an equal 
footing. This suggests some important comparative inquirie 
which have not yet, we believe, been undertaken, 


VESTED INTERESTS. 

Tue respect for vested interests in pestilence and poi 
has shown itself again in strong force. Free trade in poison 
is the cry of the druggists’ union; and this week we hav 
another instance of accidental poisoning, arising out of th 
free supply of poisons to chance customers, and the con 
quent unintentional substitution of oxalic acid for Epsom salt 
We ask, by the way, when will the committee of the Pharm 
ceutical Society, appointed through the efforts of this journal 
report on the means:which they would recommend to tb 
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yembers as best calculated to obviate these frequent and 


lamentable accidents ? 


Vested interests in dirt and disease still reign supreme in 
he bakehouse. Mr. Tremenheere does but repeat what medi- 
ra] authorities have long and frequently urged. ‘The baker's is 
he most unhealthy of callings, Forty-two years is the average 


late of death, Bread is often ‘‘a filthy compound of bones 


od alam and beetles’ limbs and dirty flour moistened with 
he steaming perspiration of hairy men.” ‘The adulteration of 
jood, although checked by the exposures of the press, is prac- 
‘ically untouched by legislation. 
It seems probable that the liberty of the subject will be further 
indicated by the concentration of some hundreds of thousands 
pf sheep at the fairs in the vicinity of the infected flock at 
llington, in Wiltshire, and render probable the wide diffusion 
broughout the country of the dreaded small-pox amongst 
heep. If the prevention of the-e grave evils be not within 
he scope of Government, it is difficult to understand the prin- 
tiple which excludes them from its sphere of action. The 
ourse of legislation has ran so long in the direction of purely 
litical rights, and the adjustment of the relations of person 
ad property, that a moment’s glance at the hygienic condition 
f society shows that lamentable disorder prevails. There can 
no more useful occupation for a Government, in the absence 
external difficulties, than to guard against preventable ill- 
ssand premature death, and to remove the physical causes 
hich tend to the enfeeblement > i degradation of the race. 


THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Tue papers read at the late meeting of the British Medical 
sociation, and which we have so fully reported, were of 
eat value. Considering the shortcomings of the Medical 
uscil, which ought to represent the profession, but which 
ems only to represent the interest of rival medical corpo- 
tions, it is well to have an Association which represents 
be profession at large, and in which both its politics and 
s progress-find expression. The enemies of orthodox medi- 
ne may be confidently referred to the reports of the Associa- 
on for proof that medical science is in the same active state, 
al is making the same rapid advances, as other branches of 
ience. The opening address by Dr. Burrows, the communi- 
tions by Mr. Paget, and by Drs. Walshe and Bennett, may 
pecially be referred to as indicating the fresh spirit of modern 
pelical science, and the revolution in our notions of disease 
ndits treatment. The details of progress should be minutely 
udied. We can only indicate leading landmarks. 
One thing evident from the whole tenor of the discussions, 
ni which we regard with unmixed satisfaction, is the abso- 
ite hberation of opinion in medical matters, There is no pro- 
sion in which authority has counted for more than in medi- 
The-history of medicine down to a recent period has 
a little more than the history of the opinions of a few men, 
bis is especially true of therapeutics. The great recent 
imph of medicine consists in having detected and exposed 
us undue influence of authority. 
The iconoclasm of the nineteenth century found bold ex- 
sion in the late meeting. Hippocrates, Galen, Sydenham, 
ulen—giants (but not gods) «s they were—are worshipped 
» longer. Nature is proclaimed the only authority, and all 
ea are called upon to observe her. 
The only consolation we have in looking back on this wor- 
tip of authority is, that we have been like other men. It was 
part of a general arrangement by which a few men formu- 
ed creeds and the rest believed them. Now, if we are more 
W of belief, it is because we value faith more highly, and 
determined to have it well founded. We magnify the force 
the scientific spirit in medicine, by which the withes of autho. 
y have been broken. We proclaim this the greatest recent 
uevement of medicine—greater than vaccination, greater 


than the discovery of nucleated cells, greater than the discovery 
of chloroform, greater than the discovery of the value of air, 
greater than the discovery of the preciousness of blood and the 
general unwisdom of letting it: greater—because including all 
these—is the discovery that Nature is the only authority, one 
that has been greatly overlooked, and must alone be regarded. 

We are fully alive to some of the disadvantages resulting from 
this overthrow of antiquated authority. Nature does not ora- 
culate like man. Her grand secrets are so hidden as only to 
be found out by the earnest, after pains and perseverance. Dis-. 
covery is in this way slow and gradual. And there is a large 
class of minds whieh cannot wait. Such minds are capable of 
no hing but ecredality. They want only to be told what to 
believe, and they believe, however prematurely or stupidly. 
They are impatient of all suspense; they can brook nothing 
short of certainty and finality. Take them out of Scylla, and 
they are borne along weakly into Charybdis ;—absolve them 
from allegiance to Hippocrates, and they fall down before 
Hahnemann. Show them the error or uncertainty of one set 
of opinions, and they find no relief but in the adoption of an- 
other set, whose only virtue is that they are the opposite of 
those they have repudiated. Start a doubt as to the necessity 
of a large dose, and they run to impalpable ones—as to the 
wisdom of bleeding, and they fly to brandy. The hasty adop- 
tion of new and extreme theories is one of the evil consequences 
of the downfall of antiquated prescription. There is another 
disadvantage attending the absence of a recognised and over- 
powering authority: the tendency of each man to regard him- 
self as an authority, and, by dogmatizing upon a limited expe- 
rience, to multiply opinions. Until medical science, which 
takes cognizance of vital and nicely-varying phenomena, is 
much more advanced than it is at present, there must be a 
considerable variety of opinions. What we mean is, that there 
is great danger of opinions being formed upon insufficient data. 
This is an unseemliness which is constantly being exhibited, 
not only in our literature, where perhaps it is pardonable, but 
in our public courts, where the due allowance cannot be made 
for it, and where it occasions great scandal and does much 
harm. 

Allowing for such disadvantages of the overthrow of autho- 
rity, we are full of hope for the future. False authorities and 
false theories are destined to a more dubious reception and 
shorter sway than ever; and, despite differences—unfortunate 
differences, —there is g spirit of earnest, laborious investigation 
in the profession which must lead to the accumulation of the 
soundest materials upon which to base our science; and there 
are on every hand indications of a most important concurrence 
of opinion in matters both of theory and of practice, We 
notice with especial satisfaction the appointment of a com- 
mittee to report on the action of remedies. This is the depart- 
ment of the profession in which, above all others, uniformity 
of opinion is seemly and desirable. Great approaches to agree- 
ment are already made, and we shall watch the labours of the 
committee with much interest and hope. 


PASSIVE CRIME. 


Tue first conviction took place last week under the new law 
rendering temales who submit voluntarily to criminal attempts 
at. procuring abortion legally punishable for an offence of which 
they undoubtedly are very commonly the guilty participators, 
It is true that these unhappy persons generally suffer the 
penalty of pain and severe illness consequent upon the usually 
clumsy operation of the chief criminals; bat the dread of this 
suffering has by no means sufliced to deter them from shamefal 
resort to these dark practices. Members of the medical pro- 
f-ssion are sufficiently often subjected to the insult of secret over- 
tures from those anxious to purehase concealment by guilt to 
be aware that there is a large demand for nefarious skill of this 
kind, and to agree that the terrors of a severe penal code should 
be enforced against women who solicit abortion, The pains — 
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which nature imposes do not restrain them ; it is right, there- 
fore, that punishment should be inflicted, even where, as in 
this case, illness of the most dangerous kind had already super- 
vened. It is lamentable, indeed, that the third parties should 
have escaped ; for while indignation against the criminal who 
is also the sufferer cannot but be tempered with pity, it burns 
with undiminished fire against these numerous and dangerous 
scoundrels, They are a class of men whose activity is far 
grea'er than appears on the surface of society, and more vigor- 
ous efforts than have yet been made are needed to secure their 
punishment and restraint. It may be noticed, that in the 
majority even of the cases which are made public they manage 
to escape. They are a class whose habits and haunts may use- 
fully occupy the attention of the secret police. 


ALLEGED YELLOW FEVER IN THE THAMES. 


Tue evening papers of Monday last stated that a story was 
current in the neighbourhood of Plaistow and the Victoria- 
docks which had caused considerable excitement, not to say 
consternation. It was asserted that a screw steamer, having 
on board ninety bales of cotton, and passengers as well as crew, 
had run the blockade of the American southern ports, and, so 
far as the ship was concerned, reached Gravesend in safety. At 
this place, though it mnst have been well known that yellow 
fever was raging in the ship, it was not detained, but permitted 
to come up the river and take its moorings in the Victoria- 
docks, with some of its crew or passengers lying dead. This 
appears to have come to the knowledge of some persons in 
authority, for the vessel was speedily ejected from the dock 
basin, and where it has taken up its location is a mystery. To 

ive some colour to this ‘* feasible and not easily invented tale,” 
it is added that two men, well known in Plaistow as getting 
their living by boarding newly arrived ships,—one for work 
and the other for the seamen’s washing,—went on board this 
alleged plague-ship, and have not been allowed to come on 
shore. ‘‘ If these facts be as stated,” continues the reporter, 
** and no secret is made of the matter, great blame must rest 
somew bere, as a vessel of this kind should most certainly not 
have been permitted to go into a dock situated in a district 
densely populated by people who obtain their livelihood from 
the shipping, &c.; and supposing that the man who went on 
board the steamer for the washing had brought the clothes on 
shore and delivered them to the washerwoman, who can tell 
what amount of contamination might have resulted ?” 

We need scarcely add, that this ‘‘ feasible and not easily in- 
vented” story is an ingenious catch penny fable. On inquiry 
we learn that the ship referred to suffered more or less from 
some febrile affection on her voyage; but whether or not the 
disease was of a specific character cannot be clearly made out 
from the statements of the crew. The vessel was detained off 
Gravesea’ ; but, on a careful inspection, as both ship and crew 
proved to be in a good sanitary condition, she was admitted to 
pratique. Since she reached the docks the crew have re- 


mained healthy. 


DESCRIPTIONS 


NEW REMEDIES 


INTRODUCED INTO THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE, 
WITH THEIR THERAPEUTICAL EFFECTS. 


No. IX. 


WE have great satisfaction in finding that these papers have 
introduced to many thousand practitioners therapeutic agents 
of great value which would not be willingly relinquished. 
Podophyllin, it now appears from our correspondence, has been 
in the hands of a few persons in this country for some years, 
bat it was certainly comparatively little known till Taz Lancer 
brought its claims as a remedy before the profession. The 


faga racemosa, The first as a biliary evacuant, the second as an 
arterial sedative, the third as a nervine or antineuralgic, are 
perhaps superior to any drugs in our materia medica. Not as 
specifics, but as reliable instruments in the hands of judicious 
and observant practitioners, they strikingly augment their 
powers in the treatment of many diseases. Looking at the 
special properties of these vegetable bodies, and comparing 
them with others in our old lists, we consider that they suggest 
the greatest encouragement in seeking for more, and for be- 
lieving that nature may furnish means of fulfilling recognised 
indications, and meeting emergencies in therapeutics, to the 
complete refutation of the scepticism which was so long in 
fashion. 

The Pharmaceutical Journal is following the example of 
Tus Lancet, in bringing into notice many new remedies. The 
botanical character of plants, their chemical composition, the 
best method of forming available pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions, are the appropriate purposes of that journal, and we are 
glad to have its co-operation, while we endeavour to collect and 
convey to our readers the therapeutic value of the plants de- 
scribed and their educts and prod r 

The value of podophyllin is so completely established that 
nothing further need be published on the subject. With re- 
spect to the veratrum viride and the cimicifuga, additional tes- 
timony will not be considered superfluous. A correspondent 
has recently stated that he gives the tincture of veratrum viride 
in doses of eight minims, This preparation was probably a 
tincture pre in this country, because we have found four 
minims of concentrated tincture pared by Tilden, of 
New York, and advertised in our columns, not merely the 
largest dose which can be safely administered, but if repeated 
every four hours it has always in our hands i great 

rostration, hiccup, and vomiting. These effects, however, 
— been transitory, and followed by marked relief of the 
symptoms of the diseases for which we have administered it, 
and, what is worthy of remark, a ravenous appetite.. In several 
cases of entonic gout and pneumonia, we have seen great benefit 
from a very few doses. A fit of gout in strong and plethoric 
patients is more speedily relieved by the veratrum viride than 
by colchicum, and in some severe cases of pneumonia con- 
valescence immediately ensued. The means to be ado 
when the above named unpleasant symptoms occur are fully 
stated in our paper of January 4th, 1862, together with the 
most judicious method of exhibiting the remedy. We have 
found it best to begin with two minims every two hours, in- 
creasing the dose with care, and after observing its effects. In 
very small doses, as one-fourth of a minim three times a day, 
the solution of veratrum viride acts as a powerful excitant of 
the stomach and a restorative of appetite. 

The tincture of cimicifuga, in doses of ame j minims three or 
four times in twenty-four hours, has proved a most valuable 
nervine and calmative in many cases of pseudo-rh tism and 
obscure nervous pains. We are disposed to admit the correct- 
ness of the observations of the American physicians, who 
allege that it has a peculiar action on the uterus. In the irni- 
table condition of that organ, often observed in patients for 
some time after menstruation has ceased, or irregular when 
about to cease, and marked by Pure more or less periodical in 
the lumbar region, cimicifuga affords rapid relief. In neuralgic 
pains, often met with in such patients in other localities, it is 
equally beneficial, Females at the period of life we are speak- 
ing of frequently suffer from a distressing pain on the nary 

rt of the head, recurring with greater severity at nigh 

cases are very satisfactorily met by this remedy. Pains 
in the mamma also, whether referable to uterine disturbance 
or to pregnancy, are relieved by the cimicifaga very speedily. 
In Jambago it is almost a specitic, as has been noticed by Dr. 
Simpson. A great advantage of the tincture of the cimicifuga i8 
that it is not only rather pleasant to the taste, but very aero 
able to the stomach, rather improving the appetite than » 
wise. Larger doses than thirty minims, however, as a drachm 
ness and dull pain across the forehead. 

IRIS VERSICOLOR.—(Biue flag.) 


This is another of those plants the entic effects of 
which have been studied by American physicians, and, from 
some experience of its use, we cannot withhold our concurrence 
to a great extent in their testimony. Most of the plants be- 


same remark applies to the veratrum viride and the cimici- 


longing to the natural order Jridacee are possessed 
and emetic properties, and it is highly probable that many of 
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them are worthy of more careful study and experiment than 
has hi herto been bestowed u them. The florentine iris 
which has always been kept in the shops for its violet-like 
me, isone of them. It is cathartic and emetic, but has 
long disused as an internal remedy in this country, be- 
cause no has been recognised in it. 

The rhizome of the iris versicolor is destitute of odour, Like 
all its congeners, it is in its crude state emetic and purgative, 
and requires to be given in doses of from ten to twenty grains 
in powder, in combination with ginger or cayenne pepper, to 
obviate griping and nausea, when administered as a purgative. 
Many practitioners hold it in favour and employ it much. 
They allege that it not only acts on the bowels, but upon all 
the secernent organs, exciting increased secretion, It is not 
probable that its use in substance will ever be resumed in this 
country. But a preparation of the iris versicolor has been 
accepted, and is coming into use; and to this we propose to 
direct our readers’ attention. It is desi 

IRIDIN, ox IRISIN, 


This is one of the class of concentrated preparations of which 
we have spoken in former papers; certainly not to be recom- 
mended for any scientific accuracy or determinateness of com- 
position, but only to be pted provisionally as a convenient 
method of administering the remedy, until our English phar- 
maciens can devise and furnish a better. 

To prepare it, the rhizome of the iris versicolor, freshly and 
carefully dried, is exhausted by rectified spirits of wine. This 
tincture is then mixed with water, and the oleo-resin which 
separates is collected, and, in order to reduce it to a convenient 
form for keeping, is mixed with about an equal quantity of 
some absorbent powder, Most of that advertised in England 
is prepared by Tilden, and the powder used is that of the iris- 


root itself. 
forms a dark-brown er, readily con- 


Iridin so 
verted into pills by adding a small quantity of mucilage of gam 
arabic, The ordinary dose is from two to five grains. Its 
action is that of a mild aperient ogue, and it is alleged 
to be diuretic, and indeed to excite all the secretory organs. 
“ Physicians,” says one writer, ‘‘ occasionally meet with pa- 
tients upon whom podophyllin, even in small doses, exerts a 
powerful and long continued influence not easily obviated : in 
such cases iridin seems to be more ially indicated.” 

In our hands iridin has produced effects very similar to those 
occasioned by a combination of blue-pill, rhubarb, and aloes, It 
seldom fails to pypduce a mild catharsis with bilious evacua- 
tions ; and appears to possess the advantages of (1) not requir- 
ing the addition of a mercurial, (2) not irritating the rectum as 
aloes is apt to do, and (3) it has no astringency, and therefore 
does not produce subsequent costiveness like rhubarb when 
given alone. In a sluggish state of the bowels arising from 
torpidity of the liver, or when the stools are pale, particularly 
as we find them in the intervals of overt attacks in gouty per- 
sons, we have found the iridin one of the best aperients—much 
gentler than podophyllin, and more reliable when a slight 

! action is required to be maintained for a lengthened 

LEPTANDRA VIRGINICA. 

An American plant belonging to the natural order Scrophu- 
lariacee, The root (rhizome) is the part employed. When 
fresh it is said to be emetic, drastic, and altogether inadmissible 
for internal use, When dried its properties become much 
modified, and it acts as a chola tonic, and gentle laxative, 
Drs. Wood and Bache place it in their supplemental list of 
drugs, and pass it by with the remark that it is held in great 
esteem by a certain class of physicians. We have seen that 
with respect to several vegetable remedies the testimony of 
these physicians is to a great e tent worthy of credit; and if 
it should prove that their accounts of the therapeutic effects of 
the leptandra virginica are wel! founded, they will deserve our 
gratitude for furnishing anoth r valuable agent to our list of 
remedies, The plant is now seldom administered in substance, 
but in the form of an impure resin, obtained by treating the dried 
root with alcohol, and precipitating with water, in much the 
same way as we have described as employed in preparing podo- 
phyllin. This precipitate has been shown to contain a definite 
crystalline body, readily isolated by the usual process for pre- 
paring vege’ alkaloids; but how far the properties of the 
plant or of the mixed mass we allude to are represented by the 
crystallizable principle we have no evidence to show. In this 
country, so far as we know, the plant is not used in substance ; 
but, under the name leptandrin, an American tion has 
come into some use, and the reports which have reached us are 
favourable to its claims, 


LEPTANDRIN. 


Onder this name a black shiny powder in sealed bottles is 
imported, which some makers avow is a mixture of the precipi- 
tated extract with powder of the crude root, while some others 
profess by some secret process to be able to reduce it to a per- 
manent powder without admixture. It is the province of 
pharmaceutical chemists to present us with a better and more 
scientific preparation of the plant, but in the meantime we see 
no reason to reject the best we have, if indeed it represents 
the properties ascribed to it as a remedy. These properties are 
certainly very desirable in practice. 

The effect of leptandrin is to gently excite the liver and pro- 
mote the secretion of bile without producing the least irritation 
of the bowels. It does not purge at all, and even its laxative 
effect is very slight, while on the stomach it acts as a decided 
tonic. This remarkable action renders the Jeptandrin most 
valuable in diarrhea and chronic dysentery, where the alvine 
secretions are destitute of bile and the mucous membrane is irri- 
table. It is said that under its influence the stools soon assume 
a natural colour and consistence. In ail cases requiring a mild 
stimulus to the liver, such as we usually seek in small doses of 
blue-pill, with opium to prevent purging, the leptandrin is 
better. In combination with quinine it is alleged that it 


renders the Jatter more certain and efficacious in the treatment 
of intermittents; and, given in continued doses after eye 
ig 


evacuation by podophyllin or calomel, it maintains a slight but 
effectual action restorative of a healthy secretion of bile and 
daily well-formed stools. Combinations of this with the pre- 
ceding article (iridin) and smal] doses of podopbyliin will strike 
practitioners as being very useful in many cases, 

One of its advocates writes respecting leptandrin: ‘‘ This is 
not, strictly speaking, a cathartic; it is aperient, alterative, 
and tonic. Its effects on the liver are peculiar. In cases 
children with diarrhoea, where there is evidently a lack of the 
proper biliary secretion, but where, owing to the already irri- 
tated condition of the bowels, the ordinary medicines for ex- 
citing the liver are inadmissible, this seems to be the very 
thing needed. While it acts freely on the liver, instead of 
purging, it only changes the discharges from the light, watery, 

imy condition to a er bilious state, rendering them more 
and more consistent until they become perfectly natural, with- 
out having been arrested entirely or at any time aggravated. 
At the same time it acts as a tonic, restoring the tone of the 
stomach and improving the digestion. It isa valuable remedy 
in dyspepsia.” It is also highly commended in epidemic 
ee ee The dose of le in is 
from a@ grain to two grains three or four times daily. 

*,° We shall be happy to receive any practical testimony 
ss the above remedies, whether favourable or other- 
wise. e know they are gradually getting into use in this 


Correspondence. 


“ Audi alteram partem.” 


WHO ORIGINATED DIGITAL COMPRESSION 
IN ANEURISM? 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sin,—The question which your correspondent, Mr. Croly, 
wishes me to answer in your columns respecting the origin of 
digital compression in the treatment of aneurism, is one of great 
surgical interest and some complexity. 

Professor Vanzetti, of Turin, in many valuable 
and in his communications to foreign academies, claims the 
honour for himself. Without detracting at all from the eminent 
services which Prof. Vanzetti has rendered in popularizing the 
method, I think we may fairly claim the merit of priority, as 
we confessedly may the idea from which the method sprang, 
for the British school of su The first case of aneurism 
successfully treated by digital compression by Prof. Vanzetti 
was in November, 1-53. Now, in May, 1844, Mr. Greatrex 
treated a case of popliteal aneurism, in which he caused the 
thumb or fingers to be applied over the femoral artery in the 
intervals of compression by a tourniquet. This case is recorded 


ere, , was a published case in which digital compression 
successfully applied. 


In 1847, Mr. Joliffe Tuffuell pub- 
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lished (Dublin Medical Press, vol. i., 1847, p. 169) a case in which 
he similarly employed digital com ion. But, in 1848, an 
American surgeon went a step further. Dr, Knight, of New- 
haven, U.S., then for the first time, [ believe, employed com- 
pression by the fingers as the sole means of cure, obtaining a 
solidification of a popliteal aneurism at the end of forty hours. 
Other surgeons followed his example in that country. 

Thus it will be observed that a British surgeon (Greatrex), 
following out the successes of the Irish school with instrumental 
compression, introduced the use of the fingers for compressing 
the artery in 1544; and an American surgeon (Knight) cared 
aneurism by that means only in 1848; while Prof. Vanzetti 
published his first success in 153. He bases his claim to 
priority, however (A nnali Universali, clxiii., p. 667), upon an 
attempt which he made in this manner during two days when 
treating popliteal aneurism at the hospital at Karkov, in Kussia, 
in 1846, this being, as he points out, the first attempt at curing 
an aneurism by digital pressure solely. However, Mr. Great- 
rex’s case has a distinct priority of a year, so far as the ques- 
tion of suggestion is concerned, even in respect to the unpub- 
lished and unsuccessful effort of Prof. Vanzetti; while Dr. 
Knight’s published success dates five years before that of the 
distinguished Italian surgeon. 

For further details and references I would refer Mr. 
Croly to the article on Digital Compression in Aneurism which 
I have contributed to the new (third) volume of Holmes’s 
“ System of Surgery.” 

I am glad, however, to avail myself of this opportunity of 
prominently putting forward the claims of the British school to 
this method of treating aneurism, because I am conviuced that 
from its great superiority over instrumental compression it can- 
not fail to supersede that method at no distant period. 

Iam, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Wimpole-street, Aug. 1882. Ernest Hart. 


HOW TO ELEVATE THE MEDICAL 
PROFESSION. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer, 


Stm,—Many opinions have been expressed of late on the best 
means of improving the respectability and efficiency of the 
medical profession. This is a subject replete with interest, and 
which deserves the most serious ideration, not only of the 
medical profession, but of the public at large. 

Allow me, Mr. Editor, for one moment to pass in review the 
various motives which usually induce parents to select medi- 
cine as a profession for their sons. 1 shall class these motives 
as follows :— Desire of money ; family interest; rank; natural 
predilection on the part of the youth; ambition; and lastly, 
as one easy of attainment. I have classed these motives in that 
order which I believe generally obtains. 

It will be only necessary to explain my meaning of “ rank,” 
which I have classed as the third greatest incentive. 

A large namber of medical students are sent yearly from the 
manufacturing classes, or from those portions of the community 
who have made money by labour. It is the ambition and idea 
of parents that their sons may attain that position in society 
which many have acquired by mental ability, by education, 
and by indefatigable exertion, whose names have thrown a 

on the profession which they have adopted. But many 
appear to forget that though these individuals have in many in- 
stances risen as it were from the ranks, still their conduct 
or deportment has been gentlemanlike throughout, that they 
have had in the majority of cases a university education, and 
that by these, united to great mental acquirements, and a 
knowledge of human nature, they have overcome obstacles 
which otherwise would have been insurmountable, It is true 
that by means of money and very moderate abilities any boor 
may be thrown into the medical profession, and they are thus 
supposed to be placed yst the bers of one of the 
learned professions, Now, Sir, it is by such men as these, in 
the great majority of cases, that the profession is being de- 

; for, finding that they do not meet with that status 
which education and gentlemanlike deportment would procure 
for them, they sink into a class whose sole ambition it is to 
acquire money by every means that their cupidity can devise. 
There is another class, however, which also Goa the profes- 
sion, . Among these may be found men who refuse to do any- 
thing unless paid for it. All laws made for the protection of 
the public at large are looked on by them as so many hindrances 
to their gains. While on this subject J will say that | feel con- 
fident that a liberal support by the medical profession at large 
of the Government in promoting measures of public advantage 


would produce a reciprocity of liberal feeling, and we might be 
= to remove, in tnis respect at least, which 
angs over our profession of indulging in such mercenary con- 
duct. What then are the prone will be asked, by which 
such ility and efficiency can be attained ? 
I feel that the subject is one attended with great difficulty, 
but at the same time think that by the union of the 
of the profession much might be obtained, and in the ing 


way :— 

Tn the first place, that all applicants for permission to com- 
mence medical studies should have a guod knowledge of the 
Seals language, which should be spoken and written cor- 


rectly. 

2nd. That should the 
at least at a university, he should be strictly examined in 
Latin, Greek, and some of the modern languages. 

3rd. That in addition to the usual courses of lectures in 
medical schools, there should be one on medical duties, deport- 
ment, &c. This at first may seem but of little moment, but if 
due consideration be taken of the confidence which a medical 


man may inspire by a gentlemanlike and firm deportment, by 
education and by strict moral principle, and influence 
which by these he is enabled to gain over labouriog 


under diseases of the nervous system, I feel sure that the de- 
sirability of this will be conceded me. If to such be added a 
sound knowledge of medicine, we should scon be enabled to 
transplant the influence which the advocates of quack systems. 
have obtained to the supporters of a system of medicine 
founded on reason and long experience, 
4th. That decided preference, ceteris paribus, should be 
given to such applicants for medical appointments as possess 
a university education—over those who, by travelling or by the 
scquirement of various branches of knowledge, have passed the 
narrow bounds of medicine, and have placed themselves in the 
cateyory of men of an educated and enlarged understanding, 

Bat to all this must be added self-respect, and a just appre- 
ciation of that position which those who possess such qualitica- 
tions as I have enumerated above have over the propor- 
tion of those persons to whom he may be called. He should 
aim, without ap ing to do so, to win the respect and appro- 
bation of all, He should strive to promote good feeling be- 
tween the members of the same profession, and should avoid 
doing anything which might tend to reduce the position which 
. profession acquired by such means must inevitably endow. 

im with, 

I have now endeavoured to state my opinion on what I be- 
lieve would elevate the position of the medicdf man, I have, 
however, purposely omitted until now mentioning what lowers 
it. I mean the union of physician or surgeon with the apothe- 
cary (otherwise called the general practitioner)—a union which 
drags down the one, without elevating the other. This com- 
bination doubtless enables a man to ‘‘ put-money in his purse,” 
and to those who are satisfied with this the change would be a 
disagreeable one.—I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

Rome, Aug, 1862, Jouy Gasoy, M.D. 


AMERICAN METHOD OF APPLYING EXTEN- 
SION IN THE TREATMENT OF 
MORBUS CUOXARIUS. 

To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sm,— Any really new invention for the mechanical treatment 
of morbus coxarius would be fully entitled to the praise ac- 
corded to Dr. Cutter at the last meeting of the British Medical, 
Association; but I feel persuaded that none of your readers will 
coneur in accepting the splints described by him as any im- 
provement whatever upon the plan long since generally adopted 
in England, I have constantly applied splints where extension 
of the limb has been secured by elongating the inferior margin 
and producing counter-resistance at the periveal region; these 
ares however, the advantages claimed as new for Dr, Cutter’s 
splint, 

There is an extremely i i end colnstinestiny arranged 
precisely upon this new principle, invented by Mr. Barwell, in 
which the value of elastic extension is admirably set forth. It 
is the best splint ever devised for promoting extension and in- 
ducing diminished resistance between the head of the femur 
and the ala of the iliam; and I need hardly mention to your 
readers that this latter condition forms an important element 
in the treatment of applying mechanical extension in cases of 
hip-joint disease, 4 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Leicester-square, Aug. 1862, Henry Heatuer Bios. 


licant not have been for two years” 
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THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT AND 
DR. THOMPSON. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 


Srr,—I was somewhat surprised to see it stated in your 
issue of the )16th instant, that ‘*the Madras Government has 
reversed the decision of the Home Government in the ease of 
Dr. Thompson.” This statement, Sir, is caloulated to mislead 
those kind friends in England who took an interest in his case 
into the belief that justice has at last been done to a most un- 
fortunate and very ill-used member of our profession, 

As I am personally interested in this matter, having been 
myself rejected, on account of my birth, from competing for an 
army medical appointment, you must allow me to notice this 
misstatement in your journal, and at the same time to inform 
your readers of the true nature of this fresh act of injustice 
which has been done to Dr. Thompson. 

In the Indian medical colleges there is a certain class of stu- 
dents intended for civil appointments. These gentlemen, after 
undergoing a most absurdly severe examination, are appointed 
as assistants to army surgeons in the various civil di i 
These appointments are very inferior ones in a pecuniary sense 
(the Friend of India, in a recent article on the subject, con- 
temptuously termed the remuneration most beggarly 

”), and the duties are not such as to require the display 
of talents of a high order. In a social point of view the posi- 
tion is very galling to men of refinement and education, as 
most of these gentlemen are ; subjecting them to the whims 
and caprices of every army surgeon who chooses to give bim- 
self airs. Many of these gentlemen have, since the organiza- 
tion of the competitive system, successfully competed for ap- 
pointments in the Indian medical service, and have proved as 
efficient surgeons as their European brethren. If in future 
they be debarred—not from any proved untitness, either phy- 
sical or mental, on their part, but from the mere accident of 
birth—from entering the army medical service, have they not 
a just right to expect that suitable provision be made for them 
in India? How cruelly they are destined to be disappointed 
they will now learn from the recent treatment of Dr. Thomp. 
son. After having vainly endeavoured to obtain redress in 
England, even by an appeal to both Houses of Parliament, he 
returned to Madras, poor in purse, weary, and almost broken. 
hearted. Failing to obtain some honourable means of liveli- 
hood, as a last resource he reluctantly accepted the illiberal 
terms of the Madras Government. By the last mail from India 
T learn that he has been tted as a sub-assistant-surgeon of 
the third class, on a salary of 150 Rs. a month (!), and directed 
to do duty in the vaccination department. 

In order fully to realize his position, it must be contrasted 
with that of an assistant-sargeon in the army. On arrival in 
India, the army surgeon receives 225 rupees a month during 
his probationary term, and after a period varying from six 
months to two years he enters on the general duties of the 
army on a salary ranging from 300 to 500 rupees. His pros- 
pects are good, the highest professional offices in the army being 
within his reach. Such being the position and prospects of which 
Dr. Thompson has been deprived, I ask is it not most unjust 
to offer him this paltry appointment as a sufficient compen- 
sation for the grievous wrongs done him? 

Whether the Inspector-General of the Madras Medical De- 
partment acted in this matter ‘‘as the spirit moved him,” or 
under the special crders of the ‘‘ Secretary of State for India,” 
I am not in a position to state. At any rate, such conduct is 
of a piece and in keeping with the general proceedings of the 
Madras Government—that ‘‘benighted” Presidency, so aptly 
termed by The Times “ the last stronghold of the Circumlocu- 
tion Office.” 

Sincerely trusting that this subject may attract the attention 
of the profession at large in England, and may also receive the 

advocacy of your pen, 
honour to be, Sir, yours obediently, 
MaADRASSEE, 


LICENTIATES NOT MEMBERS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srr,—Not content with the creation of a new class of licen- 
tiates, the London College of Physicians have, I learn, thought 
r to t diplomas to these gentlemen as qualified in 
edicine, Surgery, and Midwifery. How isit that, whilst thus 
certified as competent in all branches of the healing art, they 
are not to be allowed to cal] themselves members of this potent 
institution? Many of the Members were admitted without any 


examination, because then happened to be University 
graduates—a fact which would lead to the supposition that 
such qualification ranked in the eyes of the authorities as 
superior to any they could themselves confer, and the te- 
mainder unproven, as such, to be possessed of any surgical 
knowledge whatever. 

Are, then, these tlemen, the Licentiates—proved ‘by 
examination qualified in Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery— 
to be considered as inferior to the Members, who are quali 
in Medicine only? Surely there are but few who will covet 
such distinction. 

The recently-concocted bye-law which prohibits the use of 
the title of Doctor to the whole College who are not gra:uates, 
ie itself the best proof that all physicians have the *‘ right by 
custom” to that designation. ‘The University degree formerly 
gave the right to teach, the College diploma the right to prac- 
tise. These things are altered, but the trath of the adage still 
remains : ‘‘ it is better to practise than to preach.” 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


Aug. 1862. Looxer-on. 


SARRACENIA PURPUREA—A REMEDY FOR 
SMALL-POX. 
To the Editor of Tar Lancer. 


Sir,—In Tue Lancer of the 23rd inst. I find a paragraph 
attribating the introduction of the Sarracenia Parpurea as a 
remedy for small-pox to Mr, F. W. Morris, of Halifax, Nova 
Sco ia. Allow me to eal] your attention to the fact that my 
brother, Assistant-Suargeon H. Chalmers Miles, R.A., first 
attracted notice to this plant in a paper addressed to Dr. 
Babington, and read by the late Dr. M‘William at a meeting 
of the Epidemiological Society on Nov. 4th of last year. 

While stationed at Halifax, N.S. during the last two years, 
Mr. Miles found that preparations of the above plant were de- 
pended on by the Indians as a cure of and a prevewtive to 
small pox. He also sent to the Society specimens of the plant, 
which were given to Mr. Marson at the Small pox Hospital, 
with a request that he would use them on the first opportunity, 

I beg to remain, Sir, your obedient servant. 
CHARLES Mites, M.R.C.S. 
13, Conduit-street, Westbourne-terrace, Aug. 1862. 


ACCIDENTAL POISONING. 


Tue records of coroners’ inquests add another to the long 
list of those who have been sent to their last home by error in 
the dispensing of drags, An inquest was held by Dr. Lan- 
kester this week touching the death of Patrick Ferrall, aged 
fifty-eight. It appeared that on Saturday afternoon last the 
deceased returned from the country, where he had been at 
work, and accompanied his wife to market. He requested ‘her 
to get some salts aud senna for him to take that night, and/she 
went into Bainbridge and Pound’s (druggist) shop in Leather- 
lane, where she received two packets supposed by her to be 
salts and senna, On opening the packets she found both were 
salts, and took them back, but the shop was closed. On ‘her 
return she put boiling water on the smaller packet of crystals, 
and when they were dissolved she handed a large breakfast 
cup containing the solution to her husband. He hurriedly 
drank the liquid, but immediately ejected some portion of it. 
Vomiting and violent purging set in directly, insensibility fol- 
lowed, and in less than an hour after taking the draught death 
ensued. Mr. Cuff, a medical gentleman, having made an exa- 
mination after death, stated that the appearances of the sto- 
mach indicated the presence of some irritant poison. He found 
eight or ten ounces of dark fluid in the stomach, which he 
tested for oxalic acid with nitrate of silver and the lime'test, 
and both gave the characteristic precipitants. He had no 
doubt that death was from oxalic acid. Mr. Matthew Pound 
made a statement r i duct of his shop. He'said 


four assis'ants and himself were serving as hard as they could 

on Saturday night last for five or six hours, They had about 

six handred customers. The only = he could account for 
a 


such an accident was that the woman had taken up a parcel 
that was not intended for her. He remembered having served 
two pennyworths of oxalic acid on that night—one to a shoe- 


maker's boy to be used in the tion of leather, and the 
ether to young weana for Mending He had had 
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no complaint of anyone having received Epsom salts instead of 
oxalic acid. The widow of the deceased, although she had 
somewhat prevaricated in her identification of the person who 
served her, picked out Mr. Pound in the inquest-room. Packets 
of salts and oxalic acid were produced by Mr. Pound, the acid 
being in white covering and the salts in blue. The oxalic acid 
was boldly labeled ‘‘ Poison,” and the paper covering what 
had been in Mrs. Ferrall’s ion was also labeled ‘* Poison.” 
She, however, could not read. The Coroner, having summed up, 
said that if an act of carelessness by Mr. Pound or any of his 
assistants had been committed, it would amount to manslaugh- 
ter; but if by the act of the woman herself, a verdict of acci- 
dental poisoning would meet the case. The jury considerep 
with closed doors for some time, and eventually returned a 
verdict of ‘* Accidental poisoning by oxalic acid,” and they 
appended the following :—‘ The jury cannot separate without 
expressing a strong conviction that sufficient caution was not 
used in Mr, Pound’s establishment in the selling of the di 

ee the case of Patrick 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. 
(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT. ) 


Tue medical element rather predominated last week at the 
Academy of Sciences, thanks to a valuable paper by M. Claude 
Bernard on the Vascular and Calorific Functions of Nerves, 
and to a communication from M. Demarquay on the Removal 
of Naso-Pharyngeal Polypi by a new Osteo plastic Method. 
The deductions drawn by M. Claude Bernard, after a varied 
series of experiments on the function of the sympathetic nerves 
supplying the upper extremity, are: that there exists a perfect 
independence, both as to position and action, between the vas- 
cular and calorific nerves, and the muscular nerves properly so 
called ; that consequently the vascular system possesses a spe- 
cial vaso-motory apparatus whereby the course of the blood 
may be accelerated or retarded in the vessels, either generally 
or locally, without any participation on the part of the muscular 
system. As examples of this independence of the circulation 
in the normal state, M. Bernard points to the local and func- 
tional congestions which take place in certain organs, and, as 
an instance of the same in the pathological condition, to fever. 
The distinguished physiologist is now about to investigate the 
reflex powers of the sympathetic system. 

M. Demarquay’s operation consists in getting at the naso- 
pharyngeal polypus through the superior maxillary bone, the 
ascending process and portion of the body of which is removed 
by the sub-periosteal method, the tumour then being got at 
through the enlarged nostril. In two cases recorded by the 
operator, not only was the disease effectually removed, but the 
bony elements likewise were completely restored. 

A correspondence published in the Gazette des Hépitauz, re- 
lative to the propriety of inducing early abortion in cases of 
extreme deformity of the pelvis, is at present engaging the 
attention of the French obstetricians, e discussion origi- 
nated in a letter from Professor Finizio of Naples, in which he 
stated that having in his clinique at that moment four pregnant 
women afflicted with deformities of the pelvis, whereby the 
antero-posterior (sub-pubic) diameters were reduced from five 
to seven centimetres, and the pregnancy in one case being of 
six months, and in the others from three to four, he was de- 
sirous of obtaining from his French confréres some advice as to 
how he should act. ‘‘ Here at Naples,” he added, ‘‘ there are 
still surgeons who would prefer waiting for the ordinary period 
of delivery in order to perform the Cesarean operation.” It is 
not the first time that this question has been seriously discussed 
in France. In 1852 the Academy of Medicine, after a length- 
ened consideration, pronounced a verdict which, without being 
absolute, favoured the early induction of abortion, leaving at 
the same time considerable latitude to those following the pre- 

of the other school. 
Pajot, in answer to Dr. Finizio, wrote shortly thus :— 
** Below six centimetres induced abortion seems t» be the only 
course, and few accoucheurs in France hold a different opinion. 
At full period, with a diameter of less than six centimetres, I 
| pe oma cephalotripsy according to my method—that is to say, 
commence my operation as soon as the dilatation is sufficient, 


and repeat the crushing process as often as may be necessary, 
without ever pulling. The expulsion generally takes place 
spontaneously after the third or fourth repetition of the ope- 
ration, With regard to the Cesarean operation, which is the 
infancy of our art, it should be reserved for those cases in 
which the cephalotribe will not pass, and such are very rare, 
To allow a pregnancy of four months to run to its full period 
when there exists but five centimetres of antero-posterior 
diameter appears to me not only bad surgery, but a bad 
action. 

Next succeeded a protest from Dr. Stoltz, of Strasbourg, in 
which, in virtue of his seniority as a teacher of obstetrics in 
France, he deems it his duty to protest inst such doctrines, 
and against so careless a contemplation of feticide. ‘* This is 
not the first time,” says Dr. Stoltz, ‘‘ that I have felt myself 
called upon to oppose this doctrine, English in its origin, the 
promulgation of which upon the Continent has of late years 
been attempted. This homicidal practice it is which bears the 
imprint of the infancy of art; and whilst a reaction is taki 
place in England, in France we are attempting to u 
superannuated opinions.” These observations were unlikely 
to be passed over in silence by M. Pajot, who accordingly ex- 
pressed himself as radically differing from the eminent ac- 
coucheur of Strasbourg. Within the prescribed limits of five 
centimetres diameter, so long as the cephalotribe can pass, he 
deems the Cesarean ion inadmissible, If the Caesarean 
operation,” he observes, ‘‘ numbers its successes by hundreds, 
it counts its failures by thousands. The act of choosing hys- 
terotomy resembles the inspiration of the savage who cuts 
down the tree in order to obtain the fruit.” 

Public opinion in France seems almost unanimously in favour 
of the views expressed by M. Pajot. During the last twenty 
years this teacher has been in the habit of putting the question 
to each of his pupils as to which alternative he would select in 
a case of extreme deformation of the pelvis: ‘Out of nine 
thousand students of medicine, one only,” says M. Pajot, 
** preferred that of the Cesarean operation.” 

ith regard to the complementary courses of lectures which 
it is said to be the intention of the Government to establish in 
the Faculty of Medicine, the following names are mentioned 
in connexion with the respective chairs: Diseases of the Skin, 
M. Hardy; Diseases of the Eyes, M. Follin; Diseases of 
Children, M. Henri Koger; Sypbilitic Diseases, M. Vernenil ; 
Disorders of the Urinary Passages, M. Voillemier; Mental 
Disorders, M. Lass®gue. The absence of such names as Sichel, 
Desmarres, Cazenave, Blache, as well as those of so a 
others who have more especially cultivated and taught wi 
success these particular branches, will no doubt excite surprise; 
but the list as it stands embodies the flower of the rising gene- 
ration, and consists of men all of whom sooner or later were 
destined to rise to the top of the tree. 

M. Jobert de Lamballe has for some time past been employ- 
ing as a mydriatic agent in his ophthalmic practice, and as & 
snbetitute for the various preparations of belladonna, a simple 
solution of daturine. The facts upon which he founds his pre- 
ference for this drug are the following: Daturine is three times 
as strong as atropine and its salts, and may consequently be 
used in proportionately smaller doses. When introduced be- 
tween the eyelids no pain is produced, neither is the vision 
dimmed, as when belladonna is employed. The effects 
duced are, moreover, more reliable and constant, as as 
more durable. 

Paris, August 26th, 1962. 


Fledical Hews. 


Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certiticates to practise, on the 21st inst. :— 

Cocker, Will:am Henry, Blackpool, Lancashire, 
Cookson, Edward, Notting-hill Dispensary. 
Ellerton, John, Wakefield, Yorksbire. 

Fouracre, Perriman, Plymouth, Devon. 
Harvey, John, St. Mary's Hospital, 

Mallett, Frederic Blakesley, Bolton-le-Moors. 
Norton, Arthur Trehern, St. Mary’s Hospital, 
O'Connor, Maurive Jas., Morpeth, Northumberland. 

The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 


Thomas Edward, Hospital. 
Tue Frencu Cuamber or Dervties.—Twelve Doctors 
of Medicine are members of the Chamber of Deputies. 
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Crvit Servicer. — Dr. William Henry Sherwood has 
been appointed a Member of the Legislative Council of her 
Majesty's Settlements on the river Gambia. 


Tue proposep Lunatic AsyLumM ror CAERMARTHEN, 
CARDIGAN, AND Pemproke.—The plans for this asylum, though 
approved by the Secretary of State, have not been proceeded 
with on the score of expense. 


Tue Wovunpep Sotprers or THe ARMY. 
The sick and in the city of are 
assiduously attended by volunt an D 
Owing to the vitiated atmosphere of the hospitals and. the 
swarms of flies, wounds are generally fatal. 

Rousstan Hospirat at the works 
now in execution at Jerusalem, under the auspices of the Rus- 
sian government, is an hospital to contain sixty beds. The 
building has now reached the first floor, and will be completed 
during the present year. 


Insane Inmates or Worxnovses. — During the year 
1861 there were reported in the several work houses throughout 
England and Wales 6071 insane, idiotic, and imbecile inmates, 
As returns were not given from two or three places, the entire 
number may be stated to be about 6100. 


Bartisn Lectures of Mr. Henry 
Lee on Syphilis recently published in Tue Lancet, having 
already been translated into the German language, are now 
undergoing translation into that of the French. French syphi- 
lographers deservedly rank high in medical literature, and it is 
satisfactory to find them resorting occasionally for materials 
and criticisms to the English mr om | 

Troxstoxs Coat Mixinc.—The medical officers 
appointed to report upon the trades and occupations of Wolver- 
hampton state that bronchial affections and phthisis exist 
extensively amongst the miners. The prevalent chronic bron- 
chitis appears to be slower in its progress than is the case 
among tin, copper, and lead miners—that the miners suffer in 
a mitigated form, and are more likely to recover. 


Luwatics 1x 1861.—On the authority of the Sixteenth 
Report of the Commissioners in Lunacy just published, there 
were in county and borough asylams in England and Wales in 
1861, 15,592 lunatics; in hospitals, 2150; in metropolitan 
licensed houses, 1953; in provincial licensed houses, 2150: 
total, 24,845. Of these, 4952 were discharged, 3135 having 
recovered ; deaths, 2648. The total number of patients on 
Jan. lst, 1862, was 26,200. 


Noxtovs Varovrs.—The report of the Lords’ Com- 
mittee appointed to inquire into the injary resulting from 
noxious vapours evolved in manufactures has been published. 
The principal recommendations are—that the provisions of the 
Smoke Prevention Act should be extended to the evolution of 
gases and all noxious vapours; that full effect should be given 
to the Act 23 and 24 Vict., c. 77, s. 13; and that medical in- 
spectors should have the right of free access to all works where 
gases are evolved. 


Matienant Registrar-General for 
Scotland reports that, in the second quarter of this year, ulcer- 
ated sore-throat and diphtheria were remarked in scattered 
localities ; and that in Mid and South Yell (Shetland), the 
sore-throats were accompanied by an affection of the hands, 
which raises the suspicion that sore-throat and diphtheria in 
the human subject is but a variety of that epidemic disease 
in cattle known by the name of murrain or epizootic aphtha, 
characterized in them by the aphthous and ulcerated mouth 
and sore hoofs, An intelligent veterinary surgeon has brought 
under notice a few cases in which it was very clearly established 
that the milk of cows affected with murrain caused aphthous 
mouths and diphtheria in children, and fatal aphthe, terminat- 
ing in affections of the mouth, throat, and windpipe, 
in the case of pigs. 

Typnorp Fever at Local Board 
of Health at Rotherham, some time since, adopted a system of 
drainage and water-supply calculated to effect a most complete 
sanitary improvement in the town ; but owing to a deficiency 
in the funds, the water requisite to supply the increased de- 
mand arising from the great extension of the a cannot 
be procured. The result is a most alarming oe typhoid 
fever, most prevalent amongst the more wealthy portion of the 
community, who have been the first to secure a connexion with 

new sewers, t number of fever patients cannot 


The presen 
be less than 600 or 700, in six weeks there have been no less | acted 


than fifty-six deaths arising from fever alone. There appears 
to exist, however, a determination to remedy the evil as early 
aspossible, . 

Tus Dancers or Acropatism.—Miss Selina Y — 
known as the female Blondin,—aged thirty-two, was ad- 
mitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital (Queen ward), under 
the care of Mr. Lawrence, on the 15th instant, having sus- 
tained severe injuries the day before at Highbury Barn, by 
falling from a tight She was much bruised about the 
body, especial Ny on the left side, and had sustained a fracture 
of the neck of the left thigh bone within the capsule. There 
was much swelling and bruising about the right shoulder and 
scapular region ; but she was too sore to permit of a minute 
examination at this part. Crepitation was heard in the scapular 
region, between the scapula and the chest, and a fracture, 
either partial or complete, was suspected to have occurred in 
that situation, especially as she felt sharp pain on deep in- 
spiration. The fractured limb was properly put up in a long 
splint, and for some days it was necessary to support the pa- 
tient’s strength with brandy and other stimulants. 

On the 26th inst. she was much better in re- 
spect, and expressed herself as feeling tolerably well. Much 
of the bruising and swelling had already disappeared, and she 
could throw out and move the right arm and shoulder with 
perfect freedom and without —_ She has now no pain any- 
where, and is ex to make a good recovery. 

The fractured limb is extended to nearly the same length as 
the opposite one ; she has borne extension pretty well; and it 
is anticipated that in all probability there will be but very 
little shortening ultimately. 

The patient stated that she was suddenly seized with cramp 
“—a rs, which compelled her to let go the pole previous 
to her fall, 

Under the assiduous attention of Mr. Butler (Mr. Lawrence’s 
house-su n), and Mr. Battye (the patient’s dresser), she has 
pro; most favourably. No internal injury of any kind 
was sustained. The chief force of the fall seems to have been 
spent upon the left side of the body, more particularly over the 
hip and thigh. She is apparently a stout, well-buiilt person, of 
short stature, but with powerful limbs. 

Mme. Jas, Potter, the daring wire-walker, who, by a sin- 
gular coincidence, was precipitated to the ground at the Hi 

rome on the same day that her intimate friend the ‘‘ a4 

ondin” met with her terrible accident at Highbury Barn, is, 

to learn, progressing favourably towards con- 
vi 


Ax Ewsreroura Niyetgen Ovnces.— 
We find, in the Gazette Hebdomadaire, an account of this case, 
given by Dr. de Toca. ae was a lady, aged 45, in 


whom a tumour appeared in right hypogastric region, and 
attained, in the space of five years, the size of a full-grown 
feetus’s head. When small it had fluctuated and yielded some 
pus on being incised, At last, when the tumour had reached 
the size jast mentioned, and fistulous tracts had formed, it was 
thought advisable to remove the foreign body, which had 
before been ascertained, by probing, to be of the petrous kin 
The fistulous tracts were slit open, and after the mass, which 
was largely adherent, had been carefully detached from the 
viscera, it was removed, and found to weigh nineteen ounces, 


Its layers were concentric, and composed of my oe and 
carbonate of lime, mixed with some fatty matter, pucleus 


consisting of scybala. The patient died of peritonitis seven 
days after the operation, and no post-mortem examination was 


minal development considerable. 

tremely well, and forty days after the extirpation of the cyst 
the wound was healed up. Alli the usual precautions in ope- 
rations of this kind were scrupulously enforced, and M. N 

may congratulate himself upon the issue of this case, It is v 
likely that other surgeons will be inclined to imi ate the 
fessor, who, it will be remembered, became reconciled to 
operation by witnessing a series of them performed by Mr. 
Baker Brown. 

Tue tate Dr. Ticr.—It is seldom we have to record 
the death of a more devoted servant of the public than Dr. Tice. 
Having joined the army in early life, he was long employed in 
severe and honourable service abroad and at home, until the 
outbreak of the Russian war, when he was sent to Malta, and 

as brigadier-surgeon in the Light Division under Sir 


1862, 
he 
h is the 
cases in 
ry rare, 
1 period 
rosterior 
t a bad 
ourg, in 
etrics in 
octrines, 
* This is 
t myself 
igin, the 
te years 
rears the 
is taki 
unlikely 
ngly ex- 
nent ac- 
s of five 
pass, he 
‘esarean 
undreda, 
ing hys- 
rho cuts 
in favour 
twenty 
question 
select in 
of nine 
1. Pajot, 
es which 
ablish in 
entioned 
he Skin, 
of 
"ern: . 
Mental 
s Sichel, 
30 man 
zht with 
surprise; } 
ing gene- 
‘ter were 
employ- 
and as @ 
a simple 
| his pre- 
ree times 
ently be 
uced be- | 
ye vision 
ects 
| 
AxotHer Oprration or Ovanioromy 1n Paris. — 
M. Nélaton performed this operation on the 9th of July last 
upon a pavient forty-one years of age, who had been tapped a 
| dozen times before. The cyst was multilocular, and the abdo- 
passed 
sine, and 
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Doctors 
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Brown in Bulgaria. When the cholera broke out in 
the army he laboured most strenuously for its relief. He ac- 

companied the brigade to the Crimea, and under fire at the 
Alma was active and conspicuous in the discharge of his duty. 
He had charge of the medical departm nt at Balaclava unul, 

owing to an attack of illness, he was obliged to go to Scutari, 
He organize: the beaatiful hospital at Kulalee. At the close 
of the Crimean War he was appointed to Chatham, and thence 
was hurried off to In ia, where he joined Lord Clyde’s camp 
betore Lucknow in 1858. He was employed in the Rohileund 
Expedition, in which he behaved with great gallantry, under 
the command of General Walpole. Thence he was transferred 
to Lucknow; and now, when his time had nearly expired, we 
hear of his premature and lamented death, caused by an over- 

zealous discharge of his duty, which prevented his leaving the 
country until too late. He died on his return home, only a 
few hours after he had left Calcutta. 


Kine’s Cottres.— The Chair of Materia Medica is 
vacant at this College by the appointment of Dr. Johnson, who 
reviously held that office, to the Chair of Medicine, vacant 
G the resignation of Dr. Budd, Dr. Semple, an examiner of 
the Apotbecaries’ Company, is in the field as candidate for the 
onevecment, for which he is known by his acquirements and 
acquaintance with the subject to be peculiarly well fitted. 
Hitherto the examiners of the Apothecaries’ Company have 
recluded from lecturing at any of the medical schools, 
ing to the rules of the Company; but that rule having 
been recently relaxed, the present candidate is enabled to take 
the field. 

ApuLtgRation or Mitk.—At the Birmingham Police 
Court, on Monday last, a milk-dealer was fined 20s. and costs 
for adulterating milk with annatto, a vegetable powder, _ 
ita has the effect of speedily bringing the cream to the 
concealing the 


presence of water, 


Action For Lisgt.— An Australian letter says:— 
A fertile subject of conversation here has been an action for 
libel brought against the Argus by Dr. Bowie, the surgeon- 
superintendent of the Yarra Bend Lunatic Asylum, The de- 
fendants to a certain extent succeeded in proving that con- 
siderable amount of wrong-doing had been practised, and the 
jury returned a verdict substantially for the Argus, but on one 
count for the plaintiff, with damages £100. 

CuettennaM Oparsatmic Inrirmary.—The decision 
of the committee of the Cheltenham Ophthalmic Infirmary is 
prima facie a and oppressive. Any such imputation on 
the reports of the institution is offensive and groundless, 


Heatta of Lonpon purine THE WEkK ENDING 
Savurpay, Aveust 23ap.—The deaths in London rose to 1254. 
In the tirst week of the current month the deaths from diarrhea 
were 89; in the second 116 ; last week they were 123. A large 
proportion of these 123 cases occurred to infants under three 


y amongs' 
the week from small-pox, 2 of which were nelle area 
Typhue and scarlatina were fatal in nearly equal numbers of 
casea, the former in 69, the latter in 65 ; diphtheria aumbered 


MEDICAL VACANCIES. 

office of Medical of the D Deven County Lanaiie 
become vacant by the Backnill. 

& n at the Northampton General In- 


4 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. J. Magor Canpura, Surgeon to the Salisbury Infirmary, has been ap- 
fon Southern District of Wiltshire. 

be been ‘elected President of the Gloucestershire Medical and Surgical 


M hilip R. Tomlinson been appointed Assistant H Surgeon 


th. 
ss Edward Pratt has been elected a Surgeon to the Barnstaple and North 


Devon Dispensary. 
Mr. George Okel] has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator for 
the Over District vice Mr. Thomas Wilson, 


of the Northwich Uuion, Cheshire, 
has been elected Medical Officer for the West Monckton 
Somersetshire, vice Mr. Samuel Farrant, whose 


Mr, James Bendall 
District of the Taunton Union, 
term of office cc 


Charles Smith has been elected M 

notes he the hadinek District of the Newark Union, Nottinghamshire, vice 
Dr. Wm. Newman, resigned. 
Dr. Wm. E. Robbs has been elected Surgeon to the Stamford —~y, 
General Infirmary, and also Medical Officer for Dist 
Stamford Union, Jincolnshire, vice Mr, Mark Wm. Jackson, 
Dr. Albert Giinther, (1st Class) Zoological British Mu. 
seum, has been elected a Fellow of the Zoological Soeiety of London; and Dr. 
David Walker, late Surgeon and Natura/ist on board the R.Y.S. ‘and now 
yooeeeting to British Columbia, has been elected a Corresponding uber of of 
the Society. 
Mr. Andrw Jackson has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 
for the High District of the Longtown Union, , vice Mr, William 
Graham, whose term of office has expired. 

Assistant-Surgeon Dr. J. W. Moore has been appointed Acting Assistant~ 
Surgeon to the European General Hospital, Bombay. 
Mr. John Williams Pridhamn has been elect: ed Medical Officer and 
Vaccinator for the fourth and fifth Districts of the Weymouth Union, 
shire, vice Mr, Adam Stapleton Puckett, who, it will be remembered, was _ 
killed, while in the execution of his duty, by a pauper lunatic, 


Waring, ad Beats 


BIRTHS. 


On the 12th inst., the wife of Henry Wm. Hubbard, L.R.C.P. Lond., of St. 
Peter’s Lodge, Kensington park, of a son, 

On the 22nd inst., at Upper Brunswick-place, Brighton, the wife of William. 
Kebbell, M.D., of 

On the 28rd ins’ at Warwick-square, Belgrave-road, the wife of J. 8. Lavies, 


of a son. 
the 24th inst,, ouse, Towcester, Northamptonshire, the 
wife of Walker, B.CS., of a daughter. 


Maia Diary the 


Marx's Hosrrtat vor Fiervta OTHER 


Hosprrat.—Operations, 1 
Sr. Mary's lpm. 
Coutzes Hosritan, 


THURSDAY, Sarr. 4 ...; 


P.M, 


H 1 


] Kane's Hosrrtat.—Operations, 1} P.M. 
HosritaL.—Uperations, 2 


SATURDAY, Szrr. 6 . 
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Advertisements which are intended to appear in Tax Lancet of any parti- 
cular week, should be delivered at the Office not later than on Wednesday ia. 


‘hat week; those from the country must be accompanied by a remittance. 


Seer 


1 
MARRIAGE, 
On the 2ist inst. at St. Matthew's, Bayswater, William T. C. De Bentley, 
M.D.. to Matilda, second daughter of Timothy Bourne, Esq, of Claughton, 
Birkenhead, 
DEATHS. 
On the 18th inst., at Gnadau, Prossia, W. Vivian Foote, Esq., second surviv- 
ing son of the late W. H. Foote, M.D. 
Oe poe a. at Hampstead, William, eldest son of Wm. Shaw, Esq., 
On the 2ist inst, at Al Arbroath, William Arrott, M.D 
on the 24h inst, at Auchenhay, Kitheudbrightshire, Robt. 
| 
to 
TUESDAY, Supr, 2 ...... 2PM. 
| 2 PM, 
ye . Grorex’s Hosrrtat.. lem. 
The births were—boys, 942 ; girls, 908 ; total, 1850. 
Operations, P.M. 
Lonpow Hoserran.—Operations, 14 
Pass Hosprtat.—Operations, 1} } 
Great Hosrrrat, Kine’s Cross.— 
Operations, P.M. 
Lonpon Hi — Operations, 3 
Roya HosrrraL, — Uperations, 2 
| 
— 
— 
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Go Correspondenis. 


4n Old Subscriber appears to have been unfortunate with respect 
to his assistants. It would be unjust, however, to a large body of hard- 
working and often ill-paid men to condemn the mass for the sins or errors of 
a few. There are “black sheep” in every calling; they do not indicate 
the character of the profession to which they belong, but merely afford a 
proof that there will be bad men, whatever may be the inducemen’s for them 
to behave with honesty and propriety. It has been said that a good master 
makes a good servant, and the axiom is not without its force. Exceptions to 
it merely prove the rule. 

Exquirer.—The chalk stones of gout are iu genera! composed of the urate of 


soda, 

Ma. Soromon ayp Iwrea-Occia® Myroromy. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 

Sra,—I have no intention cf taxing the patience of a or your readers 
with a diseussion which prove both uninteresting and unprofitable. I 

you to allow me a brief reply to Mr. Solomon's last com- 
munication. 

That that gentleman believes he is entitled to the honour of having ori- 
ginated a new operation differing from Mr. Hancock's, is quite evident; for he 
positively writes—* I know my own operation, and have tiken pains to study 
and perfurm Mr. Hancock’s operation,” &. Now, he will excuse me, but I 
doubt this very mach. I think that if he had studied the anatomical relations 
of the stractures through which he says he passes his knife, he would have 
come to the conclusion I have, that t is no real differe: ce between his 
mode of operating or directing the knif- in the so-called intra-ocular myotomy 
and that first devised by Mr. Hancock for the division of the ciliary muscle, 
and for :he relief also of the same d d by Mr. Sol in his 
letter. 


To one honour where honour is due is not altogether fruit un- 
Loe of the reclamation I have made on behalf of my friend Mr. Hancock. 
Who is there among as, I would ask, that would not wish to have his name asso- 
ciated with a new operation for the relief ot one of the smailest “ills that flesh 
is heir to”? This, however, in the present case, I co»tend, is not the question, 
but one —ae rendering “ unto Cwsar the things that are Cwsar’s.” 
I therefore qi iss the gaa of ae and shall proceed to deecribe the 
in | "s knowledge of the operation for the divi- 
sion of the ciliary aie from his first se it, as performed by Mr. 
Haneock, until his recent novelty for the retief 
of short under the erroneous designat myotomy. For 
this purpose I am glad to have it in my power to refer to no other testimony 
Mr. ‘8 own nee, The es of such a ing 
master of fence as to ptr>. the statements in my first © communi ation, by 
calling in question their t astworthir ens, on the quibble that the abstract of 
So of the Association, on which my letter was 
founded, contained “nothing upon the subject under my name,” require that 
I should be careful and not expose myseli to similar suphisiry, but come at 
once to the point and thrust home. 
The first tion of Mr. H k's red in Tax Lancer of 
September, 1859, page 435. A brief i be tound contributed 
our then house-surgeon, Dr. Sansom, which he illustrated with a few cases, 
few later, in same journal, (February lith, 1860, page 133,) Mr. 
with cases; aud within a few 
lay of th last publication he received the following letter, by post, from Mr, 
“My paar Sre,—I read with much interest your papers in Te Lawcat on 
the Division of the Ciliary Muscle, and £ ha 


you have introduced a most valuable operation, which is capable of more ex- 
tended application than iridectomy. | am very desirous of knowing what is 
the greatest extent of incision that you have practised with safety, and whether 
you have ever divided the muscle in more places than one, aud, if so, with 
what ‘result. A you have made out any fresh points since the publication of 
your papers, and do not object to communicate them, | shall be glad if you 
will kindly place me in ion of them, I intend to publish my cases, 

“With kind regards, believe me, my dear Sir, yours sincere! iy, 

“To Heury Hancock, Esq., Harley-street. “Jas. Soromor. 

To this Mr. Hancock made a kindly rep}: ome some addi- 
tional particulars. Mr. Gouer den qunets ibn he was invited to see the 
opeutien tor himself at the hospital. Very soon afterwards Mr. Solomon 
favoured us with a visit. Upon his return home he prepared his first paper for 
the Jouraat, ond ts matter of ne on regret to find he makes 
no mention of the source from whence he obtained his first knowledge of the 
operation “hit upon for the relief of short reel bat which proved to be 
merely an extended of Mr, Hi ti 
those of posterior staphyloma with myopia, poe e 

Mr. Solomon published his first commanivation in 
Association Journal of 26th, 1860. 
of trum 


” &c. He then results of three 

us believe operated upon at 

: “These results have been obtained by 

dividing in a transverse direction some fibres of the muscle of the lens—the 

ciliary muscle, Mr. Soi does not ider it material which part of the 

muscle lect +o ision, but g liy either the upper or the lower part 
of the cirele,” &e. 

This quotation from his published ps paper can leave no doubt on the 
mind a Solomon was simply dividing the ciliary muscle— 
doing Mr. Hancock's operation, and that in no way showing a difference ; and 
as if only intent upon making capital out of it, he immediately has this 
reprin’ malades sends it fying. about th the post to his patients. 

into Mr. Hancock's hands, to my own, and also I believe to 


the Editor of Taz Lancer; came & 
“ Notices to Correspondents” a rebuke 

“extra-professional act.” Nevertheless, he remains and Ay 
necessity for troubling himself about “the impartial appreciation of mutual 
labours by contemporary workers in common fiel 

I would just explain that the italics in the fo letter are my own. I 
have purposely marked the lines to eal! attention to fact proved by them. 
They unmistakably show that Mr. Solomon had no ‘ides of doing a similar 
operation—nay, auy operation at all—before he read Mr. Hancock's papers in 
Tae Laycer, and that therefore he is in no way entitled to be considered as 
originating the operation for division of the ciliary muscle, which must hence- 
forth be associated with Mr. Hancock's name. 

Solomon—who, 


I close this corr 


to Mr. 
from the concluding sentoners of his letter, revels in ideas of the 


purest pro- 
fessional practice—that he read a paragraph from your lesder of last on, 
and which | here for his benefit reproduce : “ Every man who enters our ranks 
with a proper a; iation of his duties and responsibilities is bound to re- 
spect, on all occasions, t 4 laws of etiquette and honour which long custom 
has not only i hed with a force greater even than that of 
I remain your most obedient servant, 
August, 1362. Janez M.R.CS. 


Luke F.—Perhaps the two most essential signs of fever are increased tempera- 
tare and i d loss of subst 
Anemia should combine a small dose of strychnia with the iron, and we think 
that he will not then be disappointed. 

R. V. C.—Next week. 

Chirurgus, (Brighton.)—The remarks in our leading article of last week on 
medical testimony referred chiefly to the absurd theories advanced, and the 
fencing with questions, by the witnesses. Dr. Hall’s evidence was given in 
a straightforward a:.d honourable manner. 

dn Old Subscriber, (Limehouse.)—1. Not in any essential particular.—2. It is 
still a disputed point, We think he can. 

Mr. W. J, Moore, (Mount Aboo.)—The communication shall be inserted next 
week. 


A Dovsrrvt Disease. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Str,—I take the liberty of inquiring, through the medium of your valuable 
journal, relative to a ew disease thai has made its appearance from time to 
time on one of the workmen engaged in our chemical works, and which up to 
the present time seems to baffle medical know 

The disease takes the form of breakings-out on the hands (and once on the 
neck), and has much the appearance of syphilitic eruption. Twelve months 
ago we sent the man to —_— are authorities, » who all agreed that it was 
not syphilis, bat was caused b: through the 
pores of the skin. Outward Be Pm aro and cooling medicine were the re- 
medies resorted to, and after about three weeks the patient apparently reco- 
vered; but I regret to say that there is a constant return of the same com- 
plaint, the attacks becoming more and more frequent. The workman's ocea- 
pation was to treat with solutions of alum, sulphate of copper and bichromate, 
prussiate | and nitrate of potash. My object in addressing you is that some 
medic who is accustomed to atiend employés at chemical works 
where the same — are treated with, may possibly know a parallel case, 
and suggest a remedy, or recommend an authority on such matters. 

It must be borne in ‘cand that the workman has not been under the influence 
or in connexion with the previously mentioned chemicals for the last two years. 
The case therefore is not one of chance local poisoning, but of the diflusioa of 
injurious matters through the system, which, acting upon the general 
of the patient, appears from time to time in the eruption as described. 


I Sir, servant, 
London, August, 1962. 


Gores Jomyson. 

Charcoal Biscuits—Charcoal, both vegetable and animal, owing to its pro- 
perty of absorbing and oxydizing various substances, particularly colouring 
matters and gases, is one of the most valuable substances known in the 
arts and sciences. It is also of much value in ici: It is, b » 
by no means, owing to its bulk and very earthy taste, an agreeable remedy 
to take. Mr. Bragg, of Wigmore-street, in order to obviate this objection, 
has combined it with sugar, flour, and other ingredients in the form of 
a biscuit. Although the colour of these biscuits is not sightly, the flavour 
is not at all unpleasant, so that by means of them the requisite amount of 
charcoal may be readily taken by even the most fastidious person. The char- 
coal used is entirely vegetable; it is very finely divided, and much care is 
obviously taken in the preparation of these biscuits. They are especially 
adapted for use in cases of acidity of the stomach, of flatulency, and of foul 
breath. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Srr,—The following is the treatment I invariably find successful :—A lini- 
ment containing tincture of aconite to be applied externally night and — 4 
the muscle afterwards being covered with spongio-piline or cotton wool. 
ternally a mixture containing one-sixteenth of a grain of strychnine and Seay 
minims of tincture ——— of iron — times a day, 


Guus, Horrom, M.RCS.E. 


Sir,—In answer to “Devoniensis” it may be remarked that, granting the 
theumatiom is not epeciiie, but ie of the ordinary kin then if ordinary rheu- 
matism depends on the presence: of lactic acid in the blood, which exhibits the 
peculiarity of being excreted upon fibrous tissue, it will follow that alkalies 
which wil! combine with such an acid will be the most useful remedies. I have 
found the foliowing mixture of much use in such cases :— Bicarbonate of 
twodrachms; nitrate of potass, forty grains; chloricether, one drachm; com 
tincture of camphor, two drachms ; water, eight ounces : two tablespoontuls to 
be taken three times a day. A liniment of camphor oil and hartshorn will also 
give relief. I need scarcely add that the regulation of the digestive organs 
should be attended to, that the diet should not be poor, and that damp must 
Devoniensis” will his 

soon 
remain, Bir, yours, 


August, 1862. Numo. 


| 
| 
» of St. | 
William 
Laviea, 
that either Mr. Hancock or his colleagues divided it in his presence, on the | 
ire, the occasion of a first visit he made to the Royal Westmiuster Ophthalmic Hos- 
pital—not, as he states, on the Ist of June, but some weeks prior to that date. 
It is pleasant to hear Mr. Solomon moralizing = “the barrewness of dis- 
cussion on y but I object to this mode of meeting a charge 
of professional injustice, and having recourse to a platitude that really means 
nothing, unless it is an appeal to allow him to back out quietly from a false 
Bentley, 
ughton, 
i surviv- 
ww, Esq., 
ie, 
D OTHER 
P.M. 
Le all cases where ht there was a (air chance of j 
operation in all cases where I thought there was a (air chance of its being of | 
eration®, service. The results have so far more than satisfied me, and J consder that 
ations, 2 
— Opera- 
P.M. 
tions, 14 
} Stoke-upon-Trent, August, 1862. 
2M. | To the Editor of Tux Laxcer. 
T. 
£212 @ 
parti- 
nesday im 
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Derma.—1. Pityriasis, lepra, and psoriasis may be found passing into each 
other upon the same patient.—2. The “ringworm” of the old boarding 


J. W. C., (lronmonger-lane,)—We think, for oe recovery of charges for medi- 
cines supplied in a medical case, the possession of the licence of the Apothe- 


schools was Bateman and Willan’s “ porrigo scutulata.” It is stated to ha 


A Sufferer.—Yes ; but the so-called “abortive” plan of treatment is sometimes 
followed by such an unpleasant consequence as orchitis, 

Tae letter of Justitia (Spring Grove), concerning the British Medical Journal, 
can only be published on condition of the writer appending his name. 

One of the Profession.—The letter is libelous, and cannot be inserted. 

J. T.—The anthropoid apes are the apes which approximate nearest to man. 


Tas Tittus oF 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Srr,—Tar Lancet of the 9th and 16th inst. contains letters from “ Censors” 
of the Royal College of Physicians of London. They quote the following bye- 
law of the said ay vy : “No Fellow, Member, or Licentiate of the 
College shall assume the title of Doctor of Medicine, or use any other name, 


caries’ Company is necessary. He could reeover his charges for medical 


attendance, if there be no bye-law of the University to which he belongs to— 


prevent him from so doing. 
J. C., (Oxon.)—It is situated in Queen-square, Bloomsbury, Particulars may 
be obtained by applieation to the Secretary. 


Horwy Excrescxncrs THEIR TREATMENT. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


Sra,—Th the medium of your journal it may perhaps not be unia- 
teresting to relate a tew details relative to a curious case, which has of late 
been comparatively rare in the medical field—viz., horny excreseences growing 
from the whole of the cranium, y 

The case | allude to is as follows :—Ha' been asked some little time ago 
by the late union surgeon here to visit the case in question, | did so, and was 
certainly much -truck with her appearance generally. The occiput to the os 
frontis was literally covered with tortuous horny excrescences, varying from 
half an inch to three inches in length, thereby causing great and constant in- 


title, designation, or distinction, implying that he is a graduate in Medicine of 
a University, uniess he be a graduate in Medicine of a University.” The 
“Censor” writing in your journal of August 9th declares that “every Fellow 
and Member of the College has sworn allegiance” to “this stringent rule ;” 
and “Another Censor,” writing in your impression of August 16th, asseris 
that “they”—i.e, the Fellows, Members, and Licentiates of the College of 
Physieians—“ all have taken this oath.” The bye-law quoted, both “ Censor” 
and “ Another Censor” affirm, decides “the question of medical titles amongst 
- ea allegiance to the College,” to quote your own editorial words 

page 177, 

Now, Sir, this bye-law seems, from the words employed by the two “ Censors’ 
of the Royal College of Physicians, to have been long in existence; whereas, 
appearing as it does in your leader of August 16th, commencing, ‘The new 
bye-laws of the College of Physicians,” one is iuduced to conclude the same to 
be of a recent date, and but now adopted and specially provided for the settie- 
ment of a definite question—viz., that “of medical titles amongst those who 
owe allegiance to the College.” Whether it be of old or of recent date, it occurs 
to me that the “ Censors” have, with the aid of this bye-law, put their College 
on the horns of thing like a dil Grant its antiquity, | would ask 
them on what grounds the late President, Dr. Mayo, and the iate Examiners— 
viz., Drs. Sutherland, B. Jones, J. R. Bennett, and the late Dr. W. Baly, ven- 
tured to award to me, on becoming a Member of the Royal College ot Phy- 
sicians in April, 1859—‘ Summis honoribus, et titulis, et privilegiis, quiecun- 
pw hic vel alibi Medicis coneedi solent intra auctoritatis nostre limites frui 

? Are not this famous bye-law, which is destined to settle so much, 
and the award of my Examiners above named, contradictory? Do they not 
negative each other ? 

Say that the bye-law is “new,” as you, Mr. Editor, have called it, what then 
decome of the obligations of Drs. Sutherland, Jones, Bennett, and 
Baly to myself ?—obligations so fully and literally exp d in my dipl 
What advantage is it to me if, whilst ound on examination in 1859, and 


to the patient, preventing her, of course, from enjoying com- 
fortably her night's rest, &. 

My main objects in introducing this particular case are these :—First, to find 
if others have met with similar cases; and secondly, to elicit any mode of 
treatment, as opportunities of meeting such cases are few, and as 1 find there 
is great difficulty in effeeting a radical cure. 1 have tried the ordinary means 
in vogue—viz., lopping off the excrescvences, aud then freely cauterizing, with- 
out the slightest benefit, reparation setting in rapidly in from two to four 
cays. 

Perhaps some of your numerous readers may be willing to offer some obser- 
vations on this important subject. 
I remain, Sir, yours, &c., 

Lancaster, August, 1862, J. Mrroment, L.B.CS.B. 
Tarz-worm Dogs. 

To the Editor of Tux Lanecrt. 

Sra,—In reply to “ F.R.C,S.,” in your journal of last week, respecting tape- 
worm in dogs, 1 woald recommend him to try the following powder, to be 
taken in the morning :— Kamala, one scruple ; santonine, four \ 

I am, Sir, yours re-pectfully, 
Sherston, near Malmesbary, Aug. 1862. Sutra, M.R.CS.E. 


To the Editor of Tux Laxcet. 
Srz,—In your last impression 


some time previous, A douse of oil may be given the 


approved as “a most man, and allowed the privilege of both teaching 
and practising the science and art of medicine,” | am now to be denied, in 
point of fact and virtually, “ the highest honours and titles and privileges” to 
which I ired on becoming a M.R.C.P. of London ? and this after years of 
yment, to borrow the sense of th» College dipioma, of such titles aforesaid. 
mpressed as I am with the liberality which characterizes much that the 
College of Physicians of London has done of late, 1 am uuabie to do else than 
condemn this one act which refuses to Members of a certain standing the long- 
recognised title of “ Doctor.” Can this be right? 
Your obedient servant, 
A or tus Rorat oF 
August, 1862, Puysrcians or Lonpos, 


Studeus.—True “ gangrena oris” is comparatively an unc»mmon affection, 
Sloughing uleerous stomatitis is often mistaken for it. The former occurs 
after the exanthemata, and is a most unmanageable malady. 

The Case against Mr. Pollard.—We should be obliged to any gentleman who 
would kindly forward to us the evidence adduced in this case. 

Enquirer, (London.)—We know of no such agent. 

A Hater of Humbug.—Next week. 

Chirurgus.—Yes, Mr. Liston could operate for cataract with his left as well as 
with his right hand. 

Dr. Kebbell.—The communication was duly received. 

Wut a Resident at Hartiand be good enough to furnish us with his name ? 


Maprcat Assistants. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


S12,—I hasten to comply with the request of one of your 
r journal ot August 16th, to give my name and address, 


in 

and shall be most 

Py to receive advice and assistance in carrying out the Ciub scheme from 

your correspondent and others; for if a few of us will unite our plans and act 
together, we can in a very short time get into working order. 


As to the amount of subscription, I think it ought to be small; 10s. per 
annum will be ample, as the Clab will in a great measure be se!f-supporting. 
The interior arrangements may most advantageously be carried out on the 
American hotel system, and [ am of opinion that 3. per day would cover cost 
of board and lodging, household expenses, &c. 500 £1 shares, payable by calls 
of 2s. 6d. to 6s. every three months, would put the Club in good starting order, 
five per cent. interest upon paid-up shares being allowed. We should, of 
course, be glad to have the support of principals in this. It will be most 
necessary to have the Club registered, and carried on by a trustworthy staff of 
officers—honorary of course, except the secretary and maitre d’hétel. 

It will not only benefit the unemployed and needy, as your second corre- 
spondent thinks, but assistants g lily and the profession at large. And can 
we not, when we are in a body united at our Club, talk over any grievances, and 
devise means to remedy them? The first thing to be done is to get 
union amongst ourselves, and when that is accomplished, we can as a body 
better our position. Now is the time for action. Why delay ? 

I shall be happy to receive communications from assistants as to their 
Opinions, with their promises of support, at the same time setting forth to 
what extent. I will gladly devote time, labour, and my share of expense 
towards the undertaking. Yours respectfully, 

Hathersage, Aug. 1862. J. R, L.R.C.P.£, 


a | agent, and is of a deep brick-dust colour. 
August, 1362. Staff Assistant-surgeon, 


To the Biitor of Tax Lancer. 

Srx,—I have a terrier bitch who had ae 
rapidity of the tongue’s action in iration and perspiration was eq 
ey a locomotive going fifty miles hour,—with pereiost of the hind 
quarter, and slight convulsive tremor through the whole system. I imme- 
diately gave a drop of croton oil, In a few minates the respiration became 
slower; an attempt to walk followed, and in a quarter of an hour she reco- 
vered. I followed it up with four grains of calomel the same evening. Six 
months afterwards she a — epileptic fit, with foaming saliva and con- 

an 


vulsions. I gave ber a bath, repeated the medicines as before, and she has 


quite recovered. I have observed no tape-worms. The pups have fits similar | 


to the mother. Croton oil seems to get as a charm.— Yours, &c., 
August, 1862. R. D. 8. 


Communtcations, Lurrens, &c., have been received from — Mr. Hancock; 
Mr. Hilton; Dr, Parkes, Chatham; Mr. Edwards; Dr. Davey; Dr. Rose; 
Dr. Sall, (with enclosure;) Mr. Earle, Birmingham, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Keele, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Nuttall, Bury; Dr. Humphrey; Dr. Thomson, 
South Yarra; Dr. Willett, (with enclosure;) Mr. Olley; Mr. Lumsden; Dr. 
Macdonald, Portree ; Mr. Webber, Tunbridge; Mr. O'Toole, Buntingford; 
Mr. Farmer, Brackley, (with i 3) Dr. Kebbel], Brighton; Messrs, 
Crellin and Co.; Mr. Hutchinson; Mr. Godrich; Mr. Kevin, Belfast ; Mr. 
Nanney, Gainsborough; Dr. Munroe, West Hartlepool; Mr. Sword, Clack- 
mannan, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Bolton, Carlisle, (with enclosure;) Mr, Bell, 
Edinbargh; Dr. Buchanan, Edinburgh; Messrs. Aldis and Pearson, Rech- 
dale; Mr. Mathews, Brecon; Mi. Oultyn; Mr, Hunter, Margate; Mr. Ball, 
Spalding; Mr, Smith, Sherston; Mr, Chamberlaine, Hathersage; Mr. C. 
Holbrow, Stoke; Mr. H. Holt, Hastings; Mr. Sutton, Martin ; Mr. Parsons, 
Leicester, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Culling‘ord, Portsea; Mr. Hubbard; Mr. 
Kent, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Taylor, Lower Norwood ; Mr, A, Eves, Chelten- 
ham; Dr. Gason, Lucea, (per Messrs, Savory and Moore;) Mr. R. Croskery, 
D wnpatrick, (with enelosure ;) Mr. Prall, West Malling ; Mr. T.O, Walker, 
Blakesley; Mr. Nicholas; Mr, Ashton, Ormskirk; Mr, Miles; Mr. Carnie ; 
Mr, G. Jonson; Mr. C. M. Stuart, (with encl 3) Dr. Joh , Tetten- 
hall; Mr. Cardell, Salisbury; Mr. G. Taylor, Derby; Mr. Surndah, Bideford, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. White, Egremont, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Stephens; 
Mr. Dubber, (with enelosure;) Mr. Wright; Dr. Abbotts Smith; Mr. W. HL 
Simpson; Mr. Whymper, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Gunning, Cloughton; Mr. 
Ward, Huddersfield, (with enclosure;) Mr, Calthrop, (with enclosure;) Mr. 
Bassett, Birmingham; Mr. Moore, Huli; Mr. Grattan, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. Thackwell, Wincheomb, (with enel ;) Mr. R, Oldaker, Avonfield, 
(with enclosure;) Mr. Bird, Tring, (with encl ;) Mr. Sp , (with en- 
closure;) Mr. R. Patterson, Carlisle; A Naval Medical Officer; Madrassee; 
J. W.; Indian Enquirer, D.thi; Crystal Palace Company; A. B. C., (with en- 
closure ;) Medicus, (with enclosure;) R. V.C.; Mansfield; King’s College; &e. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
been introduced into this country from India by some young persons sent | [ieee 
F 
specting the remedies employed for the cure of the above-named disease in 
dogs. I have given kamala powder on two or three occasions with the best 
results, the great advantage being that it is tasteless. For an adult the dose 
is one drachm. For a dog it should, of course, be regulated according to size, 
best udministered with the food, the animal having been kept without any for 
following day. lt acts as 
| 
| 
| 
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